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am delighted to tell you that Town and Around and KL1 Radio are
coming together from 1st September.

After two decades of producing and distributing a magazine every
month, the move secures the future of Town and Around whilst
allowing my husband Richard and I to retire. And there’s something
powerful about combining the reach and immediacy of local radio with
the trust and staying power of the magazine.

For local businesses, it means the opportunity to be seen and heard
across West Norfolk - reaching people at home, in the car, at work and
online.

For our community, it means even more local stories, events, people,
businesses and everything that makes our part of Norfolk special.

On the cover I am raising a glass to everyone who has contributed,
advertised or read the magazine since we started it in 2005. Thank you
all; we couldn’t have done it without you. You can read about the new
team on page 39.

Elsewhere in this 251st edition there interesting articles like the Red
Register on page 6, Hunstanton Hall and P G Woodhouse on page 28,
The Rise of the Urban Muntjac on page 41, and a Traditional grassland
management project on page 22. Political news from James Wild MP,
Terry Jermy MP and Councillors Jo Rust, Terry Parish and Alexandra
Kemp plus sport, gardening, theatre, clubs, business, events, history
and the monthly diary of events (centre pages). Local news and
features are covered by Dani Crawshaw throughout these pages.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this issue, especially
all our advertisers; please consider them first when you are able.

Good luck to everyone starting a new school, college, apprenticeship
or university this September (including two of our granddaughters).

So, it’s goodbye and very best wishes from us both,

Elaine

Elaine Bird, Editor,

Town and Around

The Perches, 18 Tapping Close, Snettisham PE31 7FF
T: 01485 540620 M:07533 088196

E: editor@townandaround.net

Town and Around is published by Elaine Bird and printed by
Mortons of Horncastle

Follow the latest stories at www.townandaround.net
www.facebook.com/pages/TownandAroundNorfolk

Our pick-up points include supermarkets in North and West Norfolk

Holiday Cottage
Agent/Cleaner ﬁ,(l B COMPUTING
* New & Used Computers
Cleaner/Agent required | * Tuifion, advice
for a busy holiday * Repuirs & upgrades

* Broadband, Wireless
* Internet, E.Mail
* Laptop power supplies
e Screen replacement
No job too big or small,
give Chris a call

Office: 01553 606555
Mobile: 07447 748356

cottage in Ringstead.

Turnaround on Fridays
or Saturdays (and other
days intermittently).

Please contact Judith
on 077 33552219
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NEW ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
All prices are per Issue, exclusive of VAT
Note: There is a 10% discount

for payment within 5 days of invoice

ADVERT SIZES WIDTH  HEIGHT
SIXTEENTH PORTRAIT 42mm  60mm
SIXTEENTH LANDSCAPE 88mm  28mm
EIGHTH 88mm  60mm
EIGHTH BANNER 180mm  28mm
QUARTER PORTRAIT 88mm  122mm
QUARTER LANDSCAPE 180mm  60mm
HALF PORTRAIT 88mm  246mm
HALF LANDSCAPE 180mm  122mm
PAGE 180mm  246mm
DOUBLE PAGE SPREAD 380mm  246mm

Sixteenth page £32.94 Sas

Eighth page £63.68 SO Banad oo

Quarter page £105.41 et i

Half page £197.42 ’ E e

Full page £362.34 of lavelcs

Double page spread  £695.40

The copy date is 12th of the month preceding publication.
No part of the magazine may be reproduced,stored in a retrieval system,or transmitted
in any other form,or by any other means without written prior permission. Copyright
®© 2026 All Rights Reserved. This magazine reflects the views of its contributors; not
necessarily those of its editor or advertisers.
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Thinking of sending
your nursery child to a church
school where 94% of children
reach expected standard for EYFS?

= Want a school where all staff
\ offer excellent education,
| provision and a range of
,I wider opportunities to

w/ ensure our students thrive?
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Quality, affordable
dentistry for
all the family
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Comfort. Confidence. A Better Fit.

Join us on Mondays for our exclusive Denture Clinic with a

Accepting new Private Patients Clinical Denlal Technician available for consultations and fittings.
Call 01485 541875 Don’t live with discomfort — let us help you smile again.

THE GRANGE DENTAL PRACTICE

40b Lynn Road, Snettisham PE31 7QB

1:01485 541875

E: reception@thegrangedentalsurgery.co.uk
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm
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Stabilising Hunstanton's coastal defences

Dani Crawshaw

February’s sinkhole

Image Borough Council

t could slide forward and slump down if
Iwe didn’t do anything," says Dave

Robson, who's West Norfolk Council's
environmental health manager.

The council's been closely monitoring
sections of the coastal defences, and more
than a metre of sand has been washed away
from the beach in front of the Green at
Hunstanton, around 40cm this summer alone.

The ongoing beach erosion has exposed
more than one metre of the sheet piling along
the structure, and digital level monitoring's
identified cracks and movement in sections of
the sea wall.

Engineers say repairs need to 'be carried out
to prevent further deterioration and potential
structural failure of the seawall over time'.
Mr Robson wants to reassure residents and
visitors it is safe for now, "We are always
checking on the condition of the prom and
have detected this early - but if there’s a
significant change - we will adapt. It is safe to

use."

The work being proposed is for around 10
thousand tonnes of rock to be piled in front of
the seawall to prevent further movement,
starting with smaller stones which would then
be capped off with 10-tonne boulders.

The 200m section of seawall between the Rock
Shop Slipway and Pier Head Building (referred to
as Section F and G) on the North Promenade that
requires interim works

The 'rock armour structure' will be around
9 metres wide and between two and three
metres high - which will stabilise the seawall
and prevent further movement, until there's a
more permanent solution.

Image Boroug| o

It'l cost around 2 millions pounds, and take
around 10 to 12 weeks - parts of the prom and
beach will be cordoned off once work is in
progress, the exact date of which has yet to be
decided.

Cllr Sandra Squire, Cabinet Member for
Environment and Coastal, is reassuring local
business, "It will be out of season work, so
they'll be less of impact. We will try and keep
disruption to absolute minimum."

all to clear in February, when a sinkhole
appeared along the stretch between the
Waterside Bar and the Oasis leisure centre.
The void measured about the size of a
single decker bus. Repairs in March closed
part of the walkway for two weeks while
tonnes of concrete were poured in to fill it.
The Council's currently progressing the
necessary consenting process for the interim
works.

. "o,

Cllr Squire adds,
requires intervention beyond routine
maintenance, which is why we are taking
proactive steps.

"We recognise that work of this scale will
generate interest locally, and we are
committed to keeping residents, businesses
and stakeholders informed throughout the
project."”

“The situation now

Long term, the town's entire sea defences
are expected to be renewed in a £40m
government-funded refurbishment - although
plans are yet to be drawn up.
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BATHROOM INSTALLATION
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HERE TO HELP WITH ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS Installations
WHETHER IT'S A QUICK FIX OR A COMPLETE 2 . .
BATHROOM INSTALLATION, AT. NORFOLK Plumbing Repairs
PLUMBING ARE ON HAND. e Local Experts

FREE QUOTES - CALL TODAY
R, 01485 518648 | 0773 333 5845

www.at-plumbing.co.uk

+” Your Local Experts
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King's Lynn Book Festival and the Red Register

Sherie Naidoo, Chairman and Festival Director, King's Lynn Book Festival

1395 has been accepted into the
UNESCO Memory of the World. It
joins such documents as the Domesday Book
and the death warrant of King Charles 1. We
shall be showing the exceptional, original Red
Register at the King's Lynn Book Festival.
The Red Register is reputedly the earliest
paper book in England. It is the core record of
the borough's government for almost the
whole of the fourteenth century. It contains not
only memoranda of the matters which came
before the mayor and the community in the
Guildhall but also copies of wills of local and
foreign merchants with property and interests
in King's Lynn. As the UNESCO entry states:
This makes the Register an outstanding
source for studying life and society in the
fourteenth century, a period when Lynn was
England 's third most important port, acting as
a hub for international trade with France, the
low countries, Scandinavia, Iceland and the
Hanse in Germany. As an archival document
the Red Register is unique and irreplaceable.
On the morning of Saturday 3rd October the
doors of the Town Hall will open earlier than
planned, at 10am. At 10.15am Dr Paul
Richards FSA, noted historian of Lynn and of
the Hanse, will give a short talk about the Red
Register and you will be able to view the book
itself. By kind courtesy of the Borough
Council and the Norfolk Records Office, the
archivist, Luke Shakell, has permission to

The Red Register of King's Lynn ¢.1300-

show us this wonderful artifact. This is an
extraordinary opportunity as the book is
normally protected in the archive and only a
facsimile can be viewed by the public. This
showing will be followed at 1lam by the
scheduled session: 'Scandi Noir : How it All
Began'. There is a rather interesting segue
joining the two sessions, come and find out.
The Red Register session is open to all who
have King's Lynn Book Festival season tickets
and to those who buy tickets for 'Scandi Noir:

How it All Began' featuring Stein Ringen and
Orjan Karlsson and chaired by Christopher
Page. Tickets for that session are £16.50 per
person and include this bonus viewing of the
Red Register. Tickets are available at
https://klbookfest.littleboxotfice.com/browse

I am really excited about this and look
forward to your company at the talk, the
viewing and the subsequent session - you must
not miss this opportunity!

Walking Sober: A Man on a Mission

\

Dani_ Crawshaw

S S e o : T =
meet Daniel near Old Hunstanton, this morning the ex-soldier's

Ihiked from Thornham. But that's nothing compared to the nearly
600 miles he's done already.

"I started from Maidenhead, Berkshire, hiked down to Worthing,
and I'm going anticlockwise around the whole of the UK.

"I'm on day 62 at the moment, and I feel incredible, like I haven't
done for years and years."

He takes his heavy backpack off, and we sit down for a chat. He
tells me more about his alcohol addiction and depression.

"l come from such a beautiful family, but I've just suffered, I've
suffered since the first time I picked up a drink. Just my addictive
personality over the years has led me down a very dark and painful
route."

The 37 year old talks so openly, it's easy to see why so many people
have wanted to help. There have been coffees, meals, and even a few
nights in a caravan. And plenty of chats.

"Every single person I've met has been absolutely incredible, I
started this journey really low on confidence, my anxiety was through

the roof - I just hiked and didn't talk to anyone, I just needed to clear
my head."

"But now I talk to people," he continues, "And every single one I've
met has helped me along this journey, they've actually got me to where
I am today. It makes me feel loved, wanted, worth living."

A few months into the hike, which he's calling Walking Sober,
there's no specific end date in sight, "I reckon it's going to be over 2
years, but it could take longer.

"Every day is a healing journey, every day I'm better than I was
yesterday, and healthier in my head, so if it takes 3 years - then that's
3 years in the right direction."

On social media he's documenting his travels, hoping it'll raise
awareness and money for mental health charities.

We chat about his family some more, who he says are incredibly
proud of him doing this hike.

I ask if he's proud of himself. "Some days. But when my mental
state goes down, my bag gets four times heavier, and I'm dragging my
feet - it takes me back to all the silly mistakes in my past.

"But each day I'm getting prouder, I've still got a lot of work to do
on myself."

As Dan gets ready to leave, heading to a campsite in Heacham, he
has this advice for anyone who's also struggling. "Get out hiking, get
into nature, and talk to people. There is so much help out there, so
much generosity. Do not give up.

"I hit a brick wall every single day of my walk, physically and
mentally, I go out of my way to talk to someone now, and that person
pushes me on."

If you see him, stop to chat. You won't regret it - and it could be the
boost he needs that day. Good luck Dan!

A video's on our instagram page @townandaroundmagazine

You can follow Dan's journey @walkingsober



Tel: 01485 540620 email: editor@townandaround.net

RE]
MADE

SIMPLE

—QUITY
EAS

Town & Around September 2026 7

. James Batchelor, Principal of Evergreen Equity Release Solutions, based on the historic
. Tuesday Market Place in King's Lynn, on making Equity Release simple.

hen my business partner, Nigel Barrett

and | first formed Barrett Batchelor

Mortgage Services LLP, the aim was to

not only be professional and efficient, but also to

- ensure that the service offered was personal and
- friendly. We firmly believed that this was required
to make our company successful and is also what
the people of Norfolk required. We were, and
remain, determined to treat our clients with the
respect they deserve and to ensure that they

- don't feel as if they are just a number, as can be
. the case when dealing directly with the big banks.

When we made the decision to extend our range
- of services a number of years ago by forming
. Evergreen Equity Release Services, it soon
. became apparent to us that this personal
- approach was probably even more important
' when dealing with people who were considering
Equity Release.

Important decisions have to be made when
. people are approaching retirement, and using
- your property to raise funds could well be the
- most important one of all. It's fair to say that

Equity Release is not for everyone, and part of the

process | guide people through is explaining other
- options that may be available to them. In addition
- to this, future plans and state benefits could be
~ affected. It's not a decision that should be rushed
. into and it all depends on your individual needs
- and personal circumstances.

Having said that, more and more people are
. recognising the benefits of raising money this
. way, and that it can be a very efficient way of
. doing so.

Many of you will still be very active in retirement,
- and still have plenty of plans ahead of you. If you
. no longer have a wage coming in, and maybe
- your private pension has not performed as you
- had hoped for, the question that could be asked
is how you can fund your future plans?

For many, it could be a case of having the
majority of your wealth locked up in your home.
Where some will look to downsize their property
to release some money (not a cheap option in
itself when you take into account the fees from
estate agents, solicitors, potential stamp duty on
the new purchase etc), more and more people
are looking at the option of staying in their
current property, and raising funds via Equity
Release to enable them to do so.

One thing | am very keen to do is to explain to
people how the Equity Release market has
evolved over the last 25 years. You no longer
have to sell your property to the bank, so you still
retain ownership of the property. Another
important point is the “No negative equity
guarantee”, which ensures that the amount you
borrow will never exceed the debt on your
property.

Examples of how | have assisted people with
their Equity Release requirements are:

* raising funds to boost their income in
retirement

« clearing an outstanding mortgage on their
property

« property improvements

« assisting family members financially

* funding a new or existing hobby, such as
caravanning

There are of course numerous other reasons you
may be looking to raise money, and the
importance of fully discussing such matters with
a fully Qualified Equity Release Adviser cannot
be stressed enough.

A big concern | have is that many people decide
that Equity Release is not an option for them,
without being in possession of the full facts. They
could be missing out on a great opportunity due
to this, and this is why | offer a completely free
consultation, without any obligation. I'd even
suggest that you bring a family member or a
trusted friend with you to the meeting.

If you are fast approaching retirement (Equity
Release is available to over 55's only), or indeed
you have already reached this milestone in your
life and would like to explore the options
available to you, I'm here fo offer a helping and
guiding hand. To understand the features and
risks, please ask for a personalised illustration.

If our service is of any interest to you, I'll be only
too pleased to visit you in the comfort of your
own home if you would prefer me to do so.

4
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Protecting our Chalk Streams

Dani Crawshaw

y lane (left) King's Ly

S ol g T
ii ;E Je need real and full protection for
these chalk streams now, from
source to end," Mark Dye tells me,
who's one of the co-founders of action group
Gaywood River Revival.

Since 2022, it's been campaigning to
protect and restore the rare chalk stream
which flows from near Derby Fen into King's
Lynn.

I ask what he thinks about the new All-
Party Parliamentary Group (APPG), which
aims to conserve one of England’s rarest
natural habitats.

Mark Dye, thinks it's a 'step in the right
direction'.

irk Dye by Gaywood Rivef

"These globally rare ecosystems are a
matter of national importance. When it's free
from political point scoring, that's key,

SN HANDYMAN
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because it means they can debate and move
forward together and hopefully put things
towards parliament.

"Here in Norfolk I personally believe we
need to move more quickly in offering real
protection for our chalk rivers," he continues.

"For instance, there are parts of the
Gaywood and its headwaters which are up in
Grimston, that are identified as having pristine
chalk stream ecology, which are labelled as
drains, that's fundamentally wrong, and part
of the problem that allows them to be

continually mistreated.

River Gaywood

kT i S ..._".‘--;t“-
"Why have a SSSI (Site of Special
Scientific Interest) downstream at Derby Fen
and fail to protect the headwater and spring
sources. What we say matters. And the lack of
proper  classification  leaves  them

Services for all your general home
and garden maintenance.

Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior)

Garden Maintenance

Gutters Cleared & Repaired | Pressure Washing Patios etc
Sealant Replacement | DIY and Improvements

No job too small

References available upon request.
Please call Steven Newton 07713 859712
or email: newton73 @hotmail.co.uk

Sedgeford, Norfolk

Safe Professional Earwax Removal...
for your appointment at The Drift Complementary Health Clinic,

unprotected."

Currently, only 11 of Britain’s 220 chalk
streams have any form of legal protection.
The spring-fed waterways provide a home for
wild brown trout, water voles, and unique
water plants.

MP James Wild, who has been advocating
greater safeguarding, is a member of the new

Chalk Streams}

“Norfolk is home to some of the finest
chalk streams in the world," he says,
"Including the Nar, Gaywood, Babingley,
Heacham and Ingol, and as a county we have
a special responsibility to protect and enhance
them.

“These are globally rare habitats; England
holds around 85% of the world’s chalk
streams, and Norfolk alone accounts for
around 15% of that total, making ours some
of the most important anywhere."

The APPG is campaigning to secure
stronger legal protections through the
forthcoming Clean Water Bill, that it plans to
raise political awareness, shape policy, and
promote their recovery.

Mr Wild says there needs to be a multi
agency approach, "As the forthcoming Water
Bill is developed, there is an important
opportunity to move beyond piecemeal
protection and towards a more coherent,
catchment-based approach that brings
together  water  companies, farmers,
landowners and regulators to deliver genuine
improvements for these rivers, here in
Norfolk and across the country.”

Campaigner Mark Dye thinks we should all
be worried about our chalk streams, and ends
by telling me, "Their rarity and their
environmental significance needs to be
protected - now."

—~

Station Rd, Heacham PE31 7DT or to book a home visit:
T: 01485 205085 or 07966 403517 E: bex.hearcare@gmail.com
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PROBABLY ONE OF THE
MOST INTERESTING STORES
IN NORFOLK

Perhaps it’s time you paid us a visit!

FURNITURE BEDS MATTRESSES SOFAS RECLINERS CHAIRS FLOORING RUGS COOKSHOP
GIFTS CURTAINS BLINDS LINENS BATHSHOP LIGHTING PICTURES CAFE

and much more

The Reed’s name has been associated with Downham Market for well over a hundred years.
Today, Reeds Homestore is a family-owned business renowned for its service.
We offer a huge choice of quality, leading brand products at very competitive
prices covering every room in the house. It is an amazing hidden gem with no
less than 27,000 sq.ft. full of furniture and other products from all over the world.

While you're here visit our very popular 75 seat café, with a dog friendly area,
offering delicious freshly made food and drink.

@ Check out our website reedshomestoreco.uk | Find us on facebook for the latest updates o

OPENING TIMES: Mon - Sat 9am to 5pm in Downham and Ely | Sunday 10am to 4pm in Ely only

REEDS Furniture, Flooring, Bed Centre & Homestore, Bridge Street, Downham Market PE38 9DS T: 01366 382213
REEDS Furniture, Flooring & Bed Centre, Lancaster Way Business Park, Ely CB6 3NX T: 01353 669754
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Buying a property with an unadopted road

By Marion Oliver, Conveyancing Executive, Hayes + Storr

\\\\ / straight onto a public highway
JUV/ JLwithout giving it much thought.
However, if a property is accessed via an
unadopted road, there can be additional legal
and financial considerations. With around
40,000 unadopted roads in England and Wales,
it is important to understand the access
arrangements before you buy.

T\ / [ost homeowners expect to drive

What is an adopted road?

An adopted road is maintained by the local
highway authority at public expense. It is open
for public use, and homeowners have a legal
right of access without being responsible for its
maintenance.

Roads may remain unadopted for several
reasons. They may serve private estates, be part
of unfinished developments or be found in rural
areas where they have never been brought under
local authority control.

Finding out whether a road is
adopted
During the conveyancing process, your solicitor
will carry out a local authority search to
establish whether the road is adopted. If it is not,
further enquiries may be needed to confirm
your legal right of access, whether adoption is
planned and whether there are any obligations
to contribute towards future works. An
experienced conveyancer will explain the legal

HAYES STORR

position and identify any potential concerns
before you commit to the purchase.

New-build developments

On new-build developments, roads are often
awaiting adoption by the local authority.
Developers will usually have agreements in
place to construct the road to the required
standard before responsibility transfers. Your
solicitor will review these arrangements to
ensure appropriate protections are in place.

Older properties and private roads
Older properties, particularly in rural areas, are
often accessed via an unadopted road or shared
private driveway. Ownership arrangements vary
considerably. The road may belong to one of the
neighbouring properties, be jointly owned by
those who use it or, perhaps surprisingly, its
ownership may be unclear altogether.
Whatever the ownership position, your solicitor
should confirm that the property benefits from
a legal right of access, establish who else has
rights to use the road and investigate
responsibility for its maintenance. You do not
want to discover after moving in that a
neighbour can restrict your access or that repairs
are needed but there is no clear agreement about
who should carry them out or pay for them.
Every property is different. By reviewing the
title documents, neighbouring titles and the
seller's replies to enquiries, your solicitor can

explain your rights and responsibilities and
identify any potential risks.

It is also worth asking your surveyor to
comment on the road's condition. A shared
driveway  requiring only  occasional
maintenance is very different from a heavily
worn private road serving several properties
where responsibility for repairs is uncertain.
Understanding both the legal position and the
likely maintenance costs will help you make an
informed decision.

How we can help

Buying a property with an unadopted road
requires careful legal investigation. For further
information, please contact Marion Oliver in the
residential property team on 01328 863231 or
email marion.oliver@hayes-storr.com.

This article is for general information only and
does not constitute legal or professional advice.

Your property
in safe hands
for generations

Hayes + Storr Solicitors handle
a whole range of property
sales and purchases with
care and professionalism.

01328 863231 www.hayesandstorr.co.uk

Fakenham | Holt | King's Lynn | Norwich | Sheringham | Swaffham
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COLLECTING TAX - HOW MUCH AND

WHEN?

By Mapus-Smith & Lemmon LLP incorporating
Kathryn Gigg Chartered Accountants, Hunstanton

s we are all aware, there are two angles to paying (or receiving
money). How much, and when?

There has been much talk in the press recently concerning the “how
much?” element of the equation, with much ink being spilt on
proposals to align Income tax and capital gains tax rates or
implementing some sort of property/wealth tax to replace council tax
and/or stamp duty land tax. There is of course also a regular discussion
about the promises made before the last election not to raise the main
taxes. This is all regularly aired in the press and easy to follow.

However, there is also the “when?” part of the picture. Whilst
employees pay their tax as they earn, it is more difficult to tax the self
employed in the same way since their income flows are irregular and
their true income may not be determined until well after the end of the
financial year. For a cash strapped chancellor, though, the possibility
of accelerating the payments is an attractive one. With this in mind, it
is well worth considering three papers which were issued by HMRC
on 26 June:

* We were told that the “tax gap” (the difference between what
HMRC think they should be getting and what they actually receive) is
some £59.2 Bn. This is only 6.4% less than they think they should be
seeing. But it is still an attractive figure, and despite the fact that the
gap has been reducing in recent years, they would clearly like it to fall
further — this is a “how much?” question.

* In a further paper issued the same day they are opening a
consultation on whether businesses should be legally required to make
their VAT and PAYE contributions solely by direct debit, with penalties
where businesses fail to do so. This would both speed up the receipt
of funds but would also have some effect on whether the money is
received at all, because in some cases a business defers paying over

Mapus-Smith & Lemmon LLP

Chartered Accountants

Your trusted accountants in East Anglia

Kathryn

\
l‘lfcorpnrating Glgg Chartered Accountants
Offe

g a comprehensive range of services for both
business and personal clients

= Annual accounts, business and company taxation

* Business start up advice and incorporation

* SAGE, Quickbooks & Xero installation and training

» Payroll & auto enrolment administration

* VAT and bookkeeping services

* Small business specialists

* Personal tax returns and self assessment advice \
"“Capital gains tax advice and inheritance tax planning

* Tax planning and accounting servicef‘ for private

pro investors
* Advice M?king Tax Digital for Income Tax

For an appointment please contact:
Mrs K H Gigg FCA or Ms N 8 Tarry FCA

T'HE OFFIC
HUNSTAN

20 KING'S LYNN ROAD,
N, NORFOLK PE36 SHP

I': 01485 534800 « 1%: kgigg@mapus.co.uk or ntarry @mapus.co.uk

Registered (o carry on audll work in the UK and reg
ol investment business activities by The Institute of Chartered Accountants
in England and Wales,

ated for a range

the deductions because of tight cashflow but eventually finds it is
simply unable to pay them at all (and becomes insolvent). Making the
contributions collectable by direct debit might help HMRC in some
cases, but in others might push such businesses into insolvency at an
earlier stage.

* A third paper took up the intention to accelerate the collection of
tax payments by the self-employed. This was first raised in the 2025
Budget when proposals were made to tax self-employed income under
PAYE where taxpayers have income from both sources. This would
largely supersede the existing “payment on account” (POA) system by
charging the tax in equal monthly instalments rather than by half yearly
POAs. The paper also explores the possibility of introducing monthly
POAs during the year of assessment for those who do not also have a
PAYE source of income and would therefore lead to a considerable
acceleration of tax. Again, this is primarily a “when” rather than “how
much” question.

These are, of course, all proposals at a consultation stage, but it
seems clear that HMRC are looking to accelerate tax collections and
extract a sizeable sum from the self-employed without actually
increasing tax rates (though of course that may also follow). Since the
proposals are not scheduled to go live until 2029, there will be plenty
of time to think about them. Given that they would potentially take
place just before the next general election. It is also not inconceivable
that there might be some delay between now and then. What is certain
though, is that an already complicated taxation system for the self-
employed will become even more tortuous.

If you would like to discuss this matter further, please contact Nicola
Tarry FCA at Mapus-Smith & Lemmon LLP, Hunstanton office on
01485 534800 or ntarry@mapus.co.uk
© Mapus-Smith & Lemmon LLP 2026
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Caution: The information listed above is for general guidance only. You should
neither act, nor refrain from action, on the basis of any such information. You
should take appropriate professional advice on your particular circumstances
because the application of laws and regulations will vary depending on
particular circumstances and because laws and regulations undergo frequent
change. Whilst we endeavour to ensure that the information contained herein
is correct, neither we nor our firm shall be liable in damages (including, without
limitation, damages for loss of business or loss of profits) arising in contract,
tort or otherwise from any information contained in it, or from any action or
decision taken as a result of using any such information.

SEMBA TRADING CO LTD

Timber, Building & Landscaping Merchants
Public & Trade welcome

SANDSTONE. LIMESTONE & PORCELAIN PAVING
STANDARD DECORATIVE SLABS
CONCRETE XISTS

Decorative Walling ¢ Fencing Posts e Sleepers ¢ Decking « Bricks « Blocks
Sand e Shingle * Premixe Topsoil « Cement*Roofing Felt« PVC Sheets
Insulation *Guttering* Underground Pipe+Ply* Timber

STATION YARD, STATION ROAD, DERSINGHAM
(_‘\
TEL: 01485 541394 T
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K Brown Autos celebrate 500 Google reviews

Lynn Road, celebrated hitting the incredible milestone of 500

The Hunstanton garage, opposite the Police Station on King’s
reviews on Google in July.

“Speaking of Aimee, she is
our resident baker and how
amazing is that cake?!”

" 4 . : : T The team enjoyed a
One five star review reads: ‘I can’t recommend this family-run  Domino’s pizza, a slice of cake

garage enough. Every time I bring my car in, I’'m met with genuine  a5d were each given either a

concern and expert advice rather than a sales pitch. They are incredibly  youcher or  bottle  of

honest and their prices are always fair. champagne on Friday 31st
Most recently I took my car in after an accident. Their kindness and  Jyly "to commemorate the

helpfulness turned a stressful situation into a manageable one. Truly  gccasion.

grateful for this team!’ “This is an extraordinary
Marketing & Creative Director Abigail Brown said: “The amazing  achievement, and we are very

Sunny Hunny team have worked so hard to deliver exemplary proud of them all,” Abigail

customer service to achieve the reviews they do - particularly the a4ded.

fabulous Aimee on reception who we know this means a lot to.

. )
Anita’s Salon Anita’s Salon
Itis with some sadness that we have to say good by to Jane who has I a s 0

been a stylist with us for 10 years. She has decided to retire in

September 2026 to enjoy her hobbies of horse riding and painting
and just take things a bit easier. We wish her all the best on her
retirement and thank her for all her had work and support.

Open Monday to Saturday

from 9am to 4pm
or at other times by appointment

66 Westgate, Hunstanton

Tel: 01485 533736

Healthy Feet Footcare @ &

Treatments we offer include nail trimming,
corns, calluses, verrucas, thickened & fungal nails,
diabetic footcare assessment.

Clinic Locations
The Therapy Shed - Heacham & Crystal Cave - Hunstanton

On a positive note we are very pleased to announce that from Home Visits Also Available
October 5th 20026, Bozena and I will be joined by two very Contact Michele on: 07891 638812
experienced hair stylist in Mandy and Angela from Fusion which will ;
be closing. michele@nhealthyfeetfootcare.co.uk

We continue to welcome all clients both old and new and will assure 20% off your first appointment
you of our very best at all times. Registered footcare practitioner and graduate member of

We are very much looking forward to this new move at Anita’s The College of Foot Care Practitioners (Dip. TCFCP)
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~ FAMILY RUN BUSINESS r

S D00UDLY SERVING — %8

OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER

= 30 YEARS 2
-‘hr—.

ALL MAKES & MODELS
2,

—
|

@ DIAGNOSTICS & REPAIRS

. % MOT TESTING

SERVICING &

T el CALL TO BOOK TODAY!

FRIENDLY, L King’s Lynn-01553 763763
TRUSTED SERVICE Hunstanton-01485 533786

www.kbrownautoskingslynn.co.uk f
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Wendy Warner’s plant of the month - Pennisetum Grasses

known as fountain grasses, reach their peak. They are among

the most attractive ornamental grasses for adding movement,
texture and late-season interest in the garden. These grasses are
perennial although their hardiness varies considerably.

A mass of soft, bottlebrush-like flower spikes are held upright or
arching like fountains above slender, graceful clumps of foliage. The
flower heads shimmer in the light and breeze creating an airy, natural
effect. As they mature, the flower heads become paler and remain
attractive into the winter.

ii s the colours of summer fade, Pennisetum grasses, commonly

Pennisetum generally grow best in a sunny, open position in well-
drained soil. Poor drainage in heavy soil can be improved by the
addition of organic matter and horticultural grit. Once established most
Pennisetum will become quite tolerant of the drought conditions of our
hotter, drier summers, but will need regular watering when freshly
planted. They lend themselves to being planted in groups or drifts as
several plants together will create a soft, flowing mass that will give
the appearance of movement in the breeze. Combine them with
Echinaceas, Rudbeckias, Salvias and Verbena bonariensis to create a
prairie planting scheme. They can also be used as architectural
specimens in gravel gardens or be grown in pots or containers.

There are many species and cultivars of Pennisetum. Pennisetum
alopecuroides ‘Hameln’ is a popular compact, clump forming variety
reaching a height and spread of 60-90cm. Its narrow green leaves turn
golden yellow in autumn and it has masses of fluffy pinkish-white
plumes from mid-summer onwards. ‘Red Buttons” has dark red, bristly
flowers fading to biscuit brown and reaches 90cm x 90cm. Pennisetum
advena ‘Rubrum’ has feathery panicles of silver and red plumes above
dark red foliage and is one of the larger varieties reaching up to 1.5m
but is also less hardy so best grown in a pot which can be moved to a
sheltered position. Probably the most spectacular is Pennisetum advena
‘Fireworks’ which will reach 1.2m and has burgundy-red leaves with
pink margins and red flower plumes which will gradually fade to
brown. This one is also less hardy.

If you are looking for low maintenance, elegant plants to give a
different look in your garden this autumn, why not choose a
Pennisetum or two.

Not just a Garden Centre
it’s everything you need on one site!

New Season’s Pansies & Violas

Shrubs & Perennials for Autumn Colour

Autumn Lawn Care and Tools for Tidying the Garden

Great Range of Wild Bird Feed and Feeders

Dog Treats, Beds, Toys & Accessories

Lots of Great New Gifts for the Home and Garden
Gift Food and Autumn & Winter Scarves, Gloves & Hats Coming Soon

Huge Selection of Sprmg Flowermg Bulbs Now I.n

Garden Centre & Coffee Shop

49 Hunstanton Road, Dersingham, PE31 6NA
www.thaxters.co.uk

Tel: 01485 541514

Christmas Department
Open Soon!

To keep up to date
follow us on
Facebook & Instagram

COFFEE SHOP
Open 9am - 4pm
Serving breakfast,
snacks & light lunches
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M Ol gl i N
BEAUTIFUL CRISP

GARDENS, PROPERTY GEVELOPMENT LTD
LOOKS LIKE
A NEW
DRIVEWAY...
WITHOUT
THE PRICE TAG.

PREMIUM TAR & CHIP DRIVEWAYS
¢ % A beautiful, durable and
cost-effective alternative to
- block paving, resin and tarmac.

& Landdca;

. £ » | ® | @
Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural @) @ @_’_‘,/ > E)
= DECKING = PERGOLAS = PATIOS COST-EFFECTIVE BUILT W(HOICEO | DEALFOR | FREE SITE SURVEYS
« TURFING = RECLAIMED SLEEPERS i | oo || e | RIS | i
ALL ASPECTS OF LANDSCAPING RIS i |t | e e

AUt wecy property.

FREE QUOTES « PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURED
MICHAEL CRISP TODAY FOR YOUR [E3 QuoTATION

® o)

07878 060799 | 01553 409272 n i olfe

o SERVING NORFOLK & SURROUNDING AREAS

Sive . g -
{% GOLDEN LION %gn, FASCINATIN
COMEDY '

CRAZY BINGO & PARTY NIGHTS

CHRISTMAS LUNCH A

CHRISTMAS STAYS ot

NYE PARTY

1[9:1 charitable danaton

01485 532688 | INFO@THEGOLDENLIONHUNSTANTON.CO.UK | THEGOLDENLIONHUNSTANTON.CO.UK
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The Village Behind the Legend

Dani Crawshaw

G 2 g 5

Holly Smith, outside All Saints Church L -

take on a tour adds something to it," says
Holly who runs Nelson's Village Tours.

"In many respects I don't consider myself a
Nelson expert, I consider myself a village
expert - because this is a village tour."

Since April, Holly, who's lived here all her
life, has led almost 30 tours.

The two-hour walk around the village,
stops at various significant places, and as we
walk along Church Lane, the 52 year old
captivates me with her knowledge.

"This road is really important, this road is
the very steps that Nelson would have taken,
as he went from his home at the rectory to
Burnham Overy - where we know he learnt to
sail as a boy."

Born in Burnham Thorpe in 1758, Nelson
left for the last time in 1793.

Imeet such interesting people. Everyone [

We stop at the wooden caing of the
legendary British naval commander - on the
village green.

Guy Playford established Supreme Carpefs
over 35 years ago and is now joined by

g "He spent 5 years

here on half pay when
he was out of work,
and worked the Glebe
land for his father,"
Holly continues.

"He really became
an individual who was
a bit of a champion of
the men in rural
| Norfolk, he was never

— short of people to go to
sea with, because
people respected him."

. = We're now outside
the Nelson Memorial Hall, built in 1891,
using stone and flint from the Admiral's
childhood home. After a quick look inside,
full of paintings and items of memorabilia, we
walk past the village pub.

i Bt F e N

"Before Nelson left to take command of
HMS Agamemnon, he threw a meal in the
upstairs room of that pub for all the men of
the village."

It's then on to All Saints' Church, which
houses the graves of his parents, and various
keepsakes, such as the HMS Nelson crest and
ensign flags.

"At the time that Nelson's father was the
rector of this church, it was a complete
wreck," Holly tells me, "There was a period
of time where the tower had collapsed and
come through the roof, and it had landed on
the font - the font that Nelson was baptised
on, and broke the pedestal.

"He was baptised when he was only a few
hours old, as he was a very poorly child, and
they didn't think he was going to live."

The font s it
Holly describes discovering new things
about the village, and its links to Nelson, as
‘addictive'.

"For example, finding out what had
happened to the font after it had been
damaged - that it had been taken to the rector's
garden to be used as a planter, before being
reinstated hundreds of years later. It really has
an amazing story.

“I had some people from the Nelson's
Society come on a tour, who said, "Wow,
imagine Nelson being baptised in this font.
What an amazing thing it would be to have
been baptised here too," and I said, my
children were!"

Holly ends with, "It's a funny thing, I've
lived in this village all my life and often take
it for granted, you don't realise how exciting
it is, because it's your every day."

She certainly passes on that excitement - of
how this small Norfolk village helped shape
the legend Lord Nelson became.

And [ walk away with a desire to learn even
more - the sign, surely, of a great tour.

A videos also on our instagram page
@townandaroundmagazine

4

Carpets: 1000's of samples to choose from
Rugs: Traditional Persian & Chinese/Indian rugs
Vinyl, Natural Flooring & Luxury Vinyl Tiles

V.supreme-carpets.com @ 0

nis son, Tom and daughter, Molly

Visit our showroom: Foresters Hall, 49 Manor Road, Dersingham PE31 6LH Open: Mon-Fri: 10am-5pm Sat:10am-2pm
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At Doreen’s Café we believe it’s the simple
things that bring people together.
Whether you’re stopping by for your
morning coffee, a tasty lunch,

or a homemade treat, you'll always

find a warm welcome here

Town & Around September 2026

“I value my independence.
We have our own front
door but have peace of
mind, knowing staff are
available on site if we
need them.”

Lavender View, a new
Independent Living
housing scheme is
opening in Hunstanton
in September 2026.

For more information about how
to apply and other Independent Living
schemes across Norfolk, please visit:

www.norfolk.gov.uk/independentliving

2
1,211 Independent Places
> yogwrfcg!ﬁ'cﬁ Ljvinz for People

17
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Unbe-leaf-able! Old Hunstanton Flower Festival delights

Dani Crawshaw

efore I even make it to St Mary's I
overhear lots of compliments for this
year's festival.

Emma, from Yorkshire, is buying some
plants by the duck pond, and says she feels
inspired, "This is exceptional, I've been before
and this is my second time, it's great - there're
loads of exhibitions in there, my favourite was
My Garden and Harvest.

"And I've bought some flowers, which my
partner will be happy about," she jokes.

At the church door a couple come out
smiling - I ask what they think, Richard tells
me, "I think it's better than ever, we come
every year, and this is the best one we've ever
seen.

"The displays are bigger, better and more
inspired than ever before."
Finally inside, I'm also impressed.

St Mary's is full of people admiring the 26
arrangements - which are nothing short of
delightful. This year's theme is 'A Few of our
Favourite Things'.

> Ty

Jean from Lincolnshire, is sitting on a pew,
taking a moment to admire it all, "I think this
is our fifth year. And it's just lovely, it never
fails to please."

I wander around with my two year old,
who's delighted with the scarecrow (Harvest).

We stop (along with other children) to
admire the Tiger That Came To Tea
(Celebrating Books).

Behind us a lady says, "I almost tripped on
the step - looking at that display!" (My
Garden).

I stop and chat to Gary Bocking, the festival
coordinator, "I think it's amazing, when you
look around at some of the things that people
have created.

"The buzz when we are setting up is
brilliant, everyone pitches in and we are like
a family really - which is lovely."

And it's all been organised with a wedding
on the Saturday afternoon too!

' g L -
Outside Andrew Golding, from Goldings of
Outwell near Wisbech, says "It's very pretty,
very quaint, lovely setting - it's a beautiful
little show and it's lovely to be here."

And the fun isn't over - it's off to the village
hall, which, for the 3 days, has provided
refreshments, stalls, games, a dog show and a
fly past!

Key organisers Simon Carter and Caroline
Richardson say a record sum’s been raised,
almost £23,000, for St Mary’s Church and
Old Hunstanton Village Hall.

They add, “None of this would have been
possible without the incredible support of
those in the village - and beyond - who gave
their time so generously. Around140 people
played their part, from erecting marquees to
clearing tables and countless other jobs
behind the scenes.”

Congratulations to everyone involved, the
51st Flower Festival continues to bring joy to
all who attend.

Blooming brilliant!

4 Video's also on 0

W andamdng Z 4

. PHILLcook

HUNSTANTON

RHS affiliated

Snettisham Gardening Club

plants, books and some fruit and veg. We raised well over £150

CARPENTER & JOINER

Built-in furniture and
kitchen fitting services

E}.

07393897 219
phill.cook451@gmail.com

&3 pjcookjoinery.com

@ ur Village Fayre store in August was very well supported with

towards our charity for 2026, Macmillan. Many kindly donated

more than the asking price. It was good to see so many local people
enjoying the day which the Events Committee and Memorial Hall team
had worked so hard to bring together.

Our September meeting will be on Wednesday 30th when Barbara
Williams will be talking about the Norfolk Plant Heritage Group.

Our October Meeting on Wednesday 28th will see Chris Durham
telling us about Anglia in Bloom and gardening in other public places.

Monthly meetings in the Memorial Hall, Old Church Road begin at
7.30 pm. As always visitors and guests are welcome to join us at our
meetings -£2 for the first visit and £10 for full membership which also
gives discount at Ward’s Nurseries and Moulam & Horn. For more
info call Gail on 07899933840 or Addie on 01485 544754
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Ben Seg Dawson
Gardens

*One—day garden tidy-up \/Hedge trimming
\/ Lawn maintenance \/ Removing and planting

v/ Border tidying Vv’ Tree/shrub pruning
\/ Drive/patio weeding \/ Prepping/chopping logs
Monthly payment plans available for regular maintenance
CONTACT ME TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE

@ 07534449260 @ bendawsongardens@gmail.com

@bendawsongardens @ @bendawsongardens
Recommended, 65 K Brown Auto Qefmm LTD
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St Nicholas Dersingham - Flower Festival 2026

17th - 20th September 2026
Anne Hynde

he Flower Festival is an annual
Ttradition in Dersingham church and has

been running since 1962, with a brief
interruption for covid and a recent re-ordering
project.

Traditionally the festival was held in the
third week in July but with rising temperatures
making the display of fresh flowers a
challenge, the festival has been moved to
September in recent years and linked to our
Harvest Thanksgiving.

This year we’re kicking off our Flower
Festival with:

Comedy Night Thursday 17th
September 7pm

WITH
PAUL K

ERENSA

THURS 17 SEPTY
7PM - 9PM

We will be welcoming Paul Kerensa - a
writer, comedian and broadcaster, working in
TV, radio, print and the stage for an evening
of fun and laughter for all the family!

There will be a bar, plus non-alcoholic and
soft drinks available, along with snacks and
sweet treats.

Tickets - available via the QR code on

rnalley

posters - are priced at £10.00 adults, £5.00
under 18s and are also available from our
website: https://stnicholasdersingham.org.uk/

You may not recognise his name but you
will recognise his work.

Paul has been on the writing team for over
100 episodes of BBC1 sitcom Not Going Out,
the British Comedy Award-winning Miranda,
as well as Top Gear, Buble at the BBC, TFI
Friday, CBBCs Andy and the Band and The
Royal Variety Performance.

Check out Paul’s website for more:
paulkerensa.com

The theme of this year’s festival is:

A B C - a journey along

the Alphabet

Our dedicated team of flower arrangers will
once again be bringing their flair and
imagination into church to create floral
displays that explore the world of letters - how
many Alphabets can you name?

There will be over 40 floral displays around
the church decorated by enthusiastic amateurs
from all walks of life, including the
Dersingham Rainbows, Brownies & Guides,
Dersingham Beavers, Cubs & Scouts,
Dersingham WI and the Mothers’ Union
Dersingham Branch.

Children from Ingoldisthorpe Church of
England VA School and Dersingham Primary
School have been invited to take part by
creating a “Letter on a Plate” - giving each
child an opportunity to choose their favourite
letter and decorate it to make it look really
special.

There is also an open invitation for anyone
in the village, or beyond, to take part by
making an arrangement to include a “Letter
from the Alphabet” or a “Letter received or
sent by You”.

The Church will be open 10am - 4pm
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 12 noon - 4pm
Sunday.

There’s plenty going on in the church
during the Flower Festival:

*Local musicians will be playing in church
each day
* Refreshments will be available all day

Local Independent

Family Business

King's Lynn
Dersingham
Swaffham

Pre-paid funeral plans - contact us

today face to face appointment

* There will be a Pause for Prayer at 12 noon
* Friday morning under 5s are invited to join
us for a Carpet Picnic with songs and story
time

* Saturday afternoon there will be children’s
activities including a “We’re making a
Banner!” workshop and other craft, aimed at
children 4-10 years

» Sunday 10am we will be celebrating with
our combined Harvest Festival service

* Sunday evening we will be closing with a
Hymns and Pimms service of praise - with the
hymns chosen by the congregation.

A JOURNEY ALONG
HE ALPHABET

17 - 20 SEPTEMBER
THURS - SAT [30AM -4PM
SUN (12 NDON - 4PM

FLDWER [PRAUAYS | | CCAL WURIDAAT | FEFRE e T

THUMREIIAY TR - (MY
PRMDAY aAh . W00 T A
CATURDMS M @ b Bl
WUIMDAY (b el T

DT LT L W T

We would love you to come along
and join in!

If you would like more information please
g0 to the church website:
https://stnicholasdersingham.org.uk/

What 3 Words:///swerving.routs.geology
St Nicholas’ church, Church Lane,
Dersingham PE31 6GZ
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/" PH.  JulianThe Pond Guy
Pond creation, servicing,
Plumbing & Heating renovation and refurbishment.
YO G QUK TRV [T Filter system installation
Small jobs speciatist and servicing.
Taps replaced, Pond planting. Water features.
"’::: ""’I "““! One off or regular visits at
Toilets fixed agreed intervals.
Gutters cleaned Contact Julian Witton on
Haaoham ad uraaing ava 07798 835303 or
\\07855 902358 / julian.witton@tiscali.co.uk

(\ Call us now
| | B

e on
ACCENT

Fencing, Decking and Paving 07771 508 21 2

Quality work, friendly & reliable service
at reasonable rates

e Fencing & Gates
e Paving & Driveways
e Landscaping
¢ Patios & Paths
e Complete Garden Rebuilds
* Decking - Hardwood, Softwood & Composite

Over 35 years experience,
new and repair work.
Public Liability Insurance
Insurance work undertaken

See our FB page for photos of our work

7
%

GROUND SERVICES
Patios » Driveways * Brickwork e Drainage
ALL TYPES OF FENCING, BUILDING & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Over 25 years experience in the construction industry
Darren or Bob
01485 572730
07818 346015 / 07555 178016
groundservices :
Find uson @

Gutter Cléaring 'Moss Removal

with SkyVac with Skyscraper
Our camera assisted vacuum Using our specially shaped
system clears gutters to a scrapers and brushes to
height of 50 feet and can even remove moss and
reach over conservatories prevent gutter blockages
and outbuildings and damage to roofs

Driveway, Path and Patio Cleaning

All garden maintenance and
landscaping services available

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE STORE

"~ Groceries ® Fruit & Veg * Soft Drinks  Frozen Foods

Confectionery » Newspapers # Greeting Cards
Lottery » Payzone # Off Licence

2-4 YORK AVENUE HUNSTANTON PE36 6BU
Tel: 01485 535472
Mon - Sat: 7am - 8pm
Sun & Bank Holiday: 8am - 8pm
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Downham Market and District

Horticultural Society

Affiliated to: Royal Horticultural Society
Carolyn Hayes

ou never know what you’re going to see in a garden you
haven’t visited before, and the same garden can look very

different in another season. A guided walk is ideal, to learn
about both the garden and its plants, and get the opportunity to ask
questions. The photograph shows a stunning Euphorbia mellifera (the
canary spurge or honey spurge) at West Acre gardens which we visited
back in May.

I was planning to report on our long-awaited visit to Corpus Christi
gardens in Cambridge, scheduled for 29 July. However, due to the
extremely high temperatures forecast for that day (up in the 30s), the
decision was taken to postpone it. I think everyone was relieved in the
circumstances! One of our members is the Head Gardener of Corpus
Christi gardens, and he has kindly rescheduled our visit to 21 October,
when hopefully the weather will be more suitable.

Our next visit, which hopefully will go ahead, is to Peckover
Gardens in Wisbech in September. The diverse range of styles
showcased by the Peckover family is maintained by the gardening team
to this day. Their head gardener gave us a fascinating talk on the history
of the gardens earlier in the year, and will be leading a guided walk.

Afterwards, we will have the
opportunity to buy plants and
enjoy the ever-popular coffee and
cake in the atmospheric Reed Barn
café.

I am now planning our visits for
2027. On my list is another
Cambridge college, opening as
part of the National Garden
Scheme; a medlar orchard; a
compact but interesting town
centre  Victorian garden; a
blueberry farm; and a previously
forgotten Victorian garden in
Norwich, now being restored by
volunteers.

DIARY DATE: Next year’s |
Summer Show is on Saturday 3
July, in Downham Market Town
Hall again.

If you’d like further details about our Society or our Summer Show,
or if you’d like to come along to see what we’re all about (with no
obligation to join), please contact our membership secretary, Judith,
on 01366 501466 or email: jt. mazur@tiscali.co.uk. At only £10 per
year, it is a real bargain!

Euphorbia mellifera

Traditional grassland management project boosts biodiversity at The Willows,

Downham Market

community-led conservation project
Atook place this week at The Willows

in Downham Market, showcasing the
benefits of traditional grassland management
using a scythe, an age-old, low impact
technique that is once again proving its value
for modern biodiversity recovery.

Experts in traditional scything joined the
council Biodiversity Officer and volunteers
from the Downham Market Wildlife Group to
cut and collect the summer sward using a
scythe, a traditional method that forms neat
windrows and allows the forage to dry
naturally into hay.

Cllr Michael de
Whalley, Cabinet
Member for
Climate  Change
and Biodiversity,
explained the
benefit of doing
this: “Unlike
standard
mechanical cutting,
which leaves
cuttings to rot
down and enrich
the  soil, this
method removes the material entirely,
reducing soil fertility and creating the ideal
conditions for wildflowers and diverse plant
species to thrive.

“This approach is quiet, fuel free, and
gentle on ground nesting wildlife. By
lowering nutrient levels and preventing dense
grass growth, scything helps open up the
meadow, encouraging a wider range of
species and improving the ecological health
of the site year after year. This project is an
excellent example of two of our council’s key
priorities to protect our environment and
support of local communities.”

The Willows has historically been cut but
not collected, resulting in a species poor
meadow. Today’s project marks the beginning
of a long term shift in how the area will be
managed. As part of this commitment, The
Willows site will be managed in co-operation
with the Borough Council, Norfolk Wildlife
Trust and Downham Wildlife Group. The
Council will continue to oversee management
but Downham Market Wildlife Group will
lead on future conservation work and continue
restoring the site’s natural richness.

Over the coming years, this traditional
method is expected to bring visible
improvements to the grassland, with increases
in wildflowers, pollinator activity, and overall
plant diversity. The project highlights how
heritage techniques can play a vital role in
modern environmental stewardship and how
community involvement can help make local
green spaces even more special.

iy, lﬂ II' e‘. r
All images Borough Council o
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ARBORlCLTURE - WODLAND - ECOLOGY
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Friendly & reliable Arborist based in Roydon (Kings Lynn). Covering West Norfolk & Beyond. NPCT & Lantra Qualified
Work to BS 3998 Standards | Fully Insured
Expert tree Dismantling and Felling | Crown Reductions | Pollarding / Coppicing | Crown Lifting & Thinning
Deadwood Removal | Cobra Bracing | TPO & Conservation Works | Tree & Hedge Planting | Hedge Trimming
Stump Removal (Treatments & Grinding) | Loler Inspections | Basic Tree Surveys

t: 07961 739 137 e: lawrencethorpe1@hotmail.co.uk

P

SANDRINGHAM SAWMILL 71485 53 umbe,

Over 175 timber products for retail direct to the public, including sawn timber, fence panels and posts,
creosoted poles, garden furniture and firewood.. The on-site shop sells everything you need for your
project including hand tools, ironmongery, paint and postcrete. New for 2026 trees, plants and pots.

Monday - Friday 7.30am - 4.00pm and Saturdays 8.00am - 12 noon.
Contact the Sandringham Sawmill: sawmill@sandringhamestate.co.uk 01485 524440
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Busting the myths about migrants, visas,
care homes and social housing

By Jo Rust

est Norfolk is a beautiful place to

\(i %i / live. Picturesque villages, coastal

areas which have outstanding natural

beauty and our market towns full of history and
with plenty to do.

I’'m so fortunate to be able to call this place
home, moving here from Norwich when I was
12 years old.

Many people relocate to our area, and who
can blame them. I’ve known people who
originated from London, Nottingham, Scotland
and even further afield — Europe.

Many people come to West Norfolk to retire
and following what I hope was an action
packed and enjoyable retirement, require care:
whether that’s care at home, or care in a home.

There’s a huge need to staff to fill these roles
in health and social care, but due to the
profession being a relatively low wage one,
recruitment can be a real challenge. This is one
of the reasons why overseas recruitment is such
an important factor.

Many companies that provide domiciliary
homecare or residential care rely on staff
coming from overseas on a work visa. The
person must have sponsorship by a registered
company in order to be able to come over to
the UK and work and that sponsorship has legal
requirements associated with it. It’s what’s
known as a Restrictive Visa. It ties the visa
holder’s right to live and work in our country
to a specific job and a sponsor. It also limits
the worker’s access to welfare support, so
despite the myths, people coming over here to
work can’t access benefits that people from the

UK can. These visas also mean that the worker
can’t properly enforce their rights at work and
neither can they easily leave their exploitative
job.

This visa system has been expanded hugely
due to growing labour shortages and they’re
predominantly used for jobs that have low pay
and poor terms and conditions. Those working
in health and social care already have a lack of
bargaining power, which usually comes
through trade union membership. But if you’re
in a low paid job, paying to be a member of a
trade union isn’t often a payment you can
afford to make; and working in domiciliary
care means you don’t have an actual workplace
or colleagues that you see on a regular basis. It
also gives employers a high level of power over
the migrant worker.

I was given an example of a domiciliary care
worker who lived in Wisbech and was
instructed by her employer to go and do 2 hours
work in Great Yarmouth. She got no pay for
either the time it took to travel from Wisbech
Yarmouth, nor the costs involved. This sounds
unbelievable, but it’s true. This is why I’'m
supporting a UNION campaign against
changes to the visa system which would see it
made even worse than it currently is.

Many staff from overseas came here on the
promise that after 5 years working, they would
be granted settled status and would have the
right to remain in the UK. Proposed changes
will see that extended to 15 years before they
can gain that status. It also totally removes the
right to access public funds in any instance. So

if a person is experiencing domestic abuse, or
becomes homeless, the government and
councils would have no obligation to help
them.

The staff in the care home that my step-mum
lives in are absolutely wonderful. They’re
kind, they’re caring and many are significantly
over qualified for the role that they perform.
But that doesn’t stop them doing the work to
the best of their ability. They show the
residents kindness and compassion and from
what I can observe, they appear to enjoy their
work and being there. So I’m hopeful that this
care home is one of the good ones. But sadly,
there will be others who are not and the
workers in those environments may face
significant challenges with he way that they are
treated.

So, my request is that you don’t believe the
myths that migrants come over here and take
our benefits and our social housing, as it’s just
not true. They work hard in difficult
circumstances doing jobs that many who were
born in the UK refuse to do. I say to them
thank you.

Fayre-share of fun on a sunny day in Snettisham

quintessential part of English country
Ahfe the village fayre in Snettisham

organised by the Snettisham Events
Committee is a proper community event
involving local organisations and charities.

The festivities began with a Fun Dog Show
with 15 separate classes judged by Hoochy
Pooch Parlour and Westbury Walks and
commentary from KL1's Paul Baker.

Much needed shade came in the form of the
refreshment tents and the food trucks and stalls
were kept busy throughout the day, the games
and inflatables were a great hit and Ken Plasters
was on hand in his First Aid capacity.

L0 2 et Pl W
YOUR Choir, conducted by Mike Tandy
provided the entertainment in the afternoon.
An addition this year were tours of the
renovation works in the Pavilion. Stuart Dark
and project architect Steve Sharp took small
groups around the building, which although

oyl i g v
ST ———

Steve Sharp is pictured right
retaining the original footprint seems so much
bigger. Steve explained that the building has
had the roof angle increased to 45 degrees and
a first floor has been added that can
accommodate up to sixty people.

]

The balcony is yet to be completed, however
a small window had been made to show what a
wonderful view the building will have of the
field and St Mary's Church once the windows
are installed and balcony added. Incidentally

there will be space for 30 people (of the total of
60 allowed on the first floor under fire
regulations) on the balcony.

Downstairs there are four changing rooms, a
'tuck shop' and separate changing facilties for
sports officials.

Stuart was keen to show visitors how flexible
the design was, and he's pictured here showing
one visitor where the lift would be installed. The
whole building is accessible to everyone, the
doorways have been widened for wheelchairs
and accessible toilets are to be installed.
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‘Lr HIRE - SERVICE - REPAIRS g

At Coastal Mobility we offer a wide range of experience, support, help and
guidance for every eventuality relating to health and mobility. Tell us your situation
and let us find a solution - no fuss or judgement, just honest and practical answers.

We offer high quality and peace of mind to all our customers and for any motorised
product we sell, we offer unrivalled 7 days a week customer support. We will even
loan you a scooter in the event that your scooter requires a repair.

We also offer a home showroom service where we bring suitable goods to your
home for you to see and try. We match you, the customer, and your medical
situation, location, and additional factors to the right product.

oy Sales THire. )

FOLLOW LS ON

gy facebook |

Coastal Mobility 2 Poppyfields Retail Park Snettisham PE317FR
Telephone: 0800 6990565 Email: info@coastalmobility.co.uk

Local Independent eyecare and
hearing care in King’s Lynn |

We are proud to welcome Audiologist, Lee Mason (left) as our hearing
care partner at Wigram and Ware Optometrists and Opticians.

Lee is a familiar face in King's Lynn, having been providing

Iwarmg care services in the area for the past eight years. Lee

\‘u‘ welc s patients old and new to visit him for their hearing
. care need:.,

From initial hearing screening to full hearing assessments, hearing aid fittings
with supportive aftercare, as well as ear wax removal services, Lee will be offering
appointments at both our King's Lynn & Dersingham practices.

You can make an appointment with Lee by contacting
the practice on the details below or by scanning the
QR code.

WIGRAM\:JWARE King’s Lynn - 8 Blackfriars Street  King's Lynn | Norfolk PEZ0 1NN

T: 01553 772878 | E: receptionawigware.co.uk
Established 1920 = =

Dersingham * 4 Jubilee Court ' Hunstanton Road | Dersingham
www.wigware.co.uk Norfolk PE31 6HH T: 01485 544850 | E: receptionawigware.co.uk
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Chance Meeting by Vee Hopkins, illustrations by Bob Larking

Meetings is a story of love, friendship
and devotion against a backdrop of the
Second World War and the present.

E S et across two times zones, Chance

Praise for ‘Chance Meetings’

‘You know the area well and there is a strong sense of place
through your description of history and tradition, passing
seasons, local wildlife etc. | can see it as a TV adaptation! |
loved it- it is a great achievement’
Bernie(Norfolk)

‘We loved the book. Couldn't put it down. Wonderful
illustrations too. Such a lot of hard work by both- and all in all
perfect.

Patrick and Val (Essex)

‘I read to page 110 the first day before bed and had to get up
early to finish reading it. A wonderful book so well produced
and so true to the area’

Colin (Norfolk) \ \

Located in the Fenland Landscape, on the
borders of Cambridgeshire and Norfolk, it
brings to life the drama and beauty of an area
and community steeped in its agricultural and
wetland history.

Commenting on the book Vee said,' I am
from the Fens and have always been unhappy
that the Fenland landscape rarely is featured
in a novel. It has an innate beauty and
Tranquility that is not celebrated enough and
the wildlife is spectacular'.

The book has been illustrated throughout by
the artist Bob Larking who said 'it has been a
pleasure to work on this project'.

Primarily a love story it brings into focus
the dilemmas and effect that war can have on
everyday life and people. Vee was writing the
book as the world was emerging from the
pandemic and the start of the Ukrainian War.
She said 'It is the closest the average person
has been to rationing, restricted movement
and separation and loss especially at the point
of death. It made me consider what had
happened to the War time generations'.

The book also looks at the local history of
the area. Its history of resistance, change and
adaption and highlights the key roll of
Bexwell Aerodrome during the war years.

'It is important to us that this book is a
branded Norfolk Project. We have used
editors, typesetters and printers that are based
in our wonderful county and it is our hope that
we have done justice to the area and it's
people.'

The book is available from independent
bookshops and retail outlets in Norfolk,
Suffolk and Cambridgeshire and has received
the warmest of welcomes from Words and
Wonder in Downham Market and by the book

in Hunstanton.

Vee said 'Both these shops are run by
people who have a true love of books and
have made their shops the centre of their
communities. Their efforts should be widely
applauded.'

Vee

Win a copy of Chance Meetings

Adrian and Anna at by the book have two
copies to give away. Simply answer the
question below and send it by email to Adrian:
adrian@buyanotherbook.com by  14th
September or drop off your answer at by the
book in Hunstanton’s High Street by the same
date.

Question: 'what type of bicycle is ridden by
the RAF navigator that is a central character
to the book.'

The winners will be invited to meet the
author and collect their signed copy on
Saturday 19th September.

by the book

September Saturdays from 11am

12th - Daisy Line - The Judas Goat
Golden Age Crime novel set in the shadow of WW2

19 - Vee Hopkins — Chance Meetings
A love story set in the Fenland landscape
26" — Admiral Nelson birthday weekend celebration with

Maritime Historian David Higgins
Contact: Adrian at the bookshop - 9 High Street Hunstanton,
Tel : 01485 522349 email adrian@buyanotherbook.com
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JRAND-NEW HOMES AT
.| CASTLE REACH, KING'S LYNN

Located in South Wootton on the outskirts of King's
Lynn, Castle Reach offers a range of 2, 3and 4
bedroom homes set among 32.6 acres of green
open space, including community orchards and
allotments.

With excellent links to Norwich and Peterborough,
nearby amenities, the Royal Sandringham Estate
and the Norfolk Coast, everything you need is close
at hand.

Speak to our Sales Advisers about our Key Worker
Deposit Contribution and Movemaker schemes. We
could buy your home in just 7 days with our Part
Exchange scheme.

4 Visit our
<] David Wilson
~¥»] Homes website

Visit our
Barratt Homes |
website [ @wube;

. BARRATT &%}‘DA\/ID WILSON HOMES
HOMES v WHERE QUALITY LIVES

barratthomes.co.uk dwh.co.uk
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Geoff Wingrove

his month’s report has a different
Temphasis in that it concerns the future

of BVH. The village hall was built in
1905 and has provided entertainment,
amusement and community activities for
more than a hundred and twenty years. It was
closed in 2018 to allow a complete
refurbishment and extension and reopened in
2019 with an attached shop and Post Office.
Throughout its time it has operated as a not-
for-profit charity, relying heavily on charitable
donations and volunteers to manage the
facilities and the various fundraising-events.
BVH has been very successful in providing
for its community but, along with other
village halls, is facing pressures in the future.
These include rising costs for staff and
premises and a dwindling group of volunteers
to look after BVH and organise events.

To assist in these matters, the Trustees and
Management Committee of BVH have
appointed a manager to take responsibility for
all aspects of management of the site. They
are also developing a Friends of Brancaster
Village Hall charity to invite contributions and
to help with the building standing costs. A
series of public meetings were held in August
to discuss the new charity and assess support
for the initiative and future events.

Our regular groups continue throughout the
summer: in particular, do come along to
Porky’s Hot Rockin’ on 19th September. For
further information about these and all our
activities, along with the Friends of Brancaster
Village Hall initiative, please contact us at
bvhsetup@gmail.com

FROM THE BRANCASTER PARISH
ARCHIVE: HUNSTANTON HALL AND
P.G. WODEHOUSE

was the home of the Le Strange family from
the time the Doomsday Book was written in
the 11th century until after the Second World
War. The current hall building dates from
several periods, the original probably 15th
century with the gatehouse dating from 1487.
The wings were built in the 17th century with
later Victorian additions when the building
suffered a serious fire in 1853 and needed
some major restoration.

Today Hunstanton Hall has been divided
into several apartments but still retains
features from the 15th, 17th and 19th
centuries. It is a moated property essentially
built in the Jacobean style. The Hall and

Tel: 01485 540620 email: editor@townandaround.net

Brancaster Village Hall (BVH) news

Gatehouse are Grade 1 listed while the
stables, cottage, game-locker, barn, gardens,
parkland and summerhouse are all Grade 2
listed.

Guy Le Strange probably arrived with
William the Conqueror and was granted
substantial lands in Norfolk as a reward for
services in the conquest of England. By the
15th century the Le Strange family were
established as powerful local magnates.
Significant family members included Sir
Thomas, 1494 to 1545, who attended the
coronation of Anne Boleyn in 1533: she
visited Hunstanton Hall on several occasions.
Later he served in the reign of Henry V111 on
the commission looking into the revenues of
the Abbey at Walsingham during the
Dissolution period. Sir Thomas had his
portrait painted by Holbein and continued to
perform roles at Henry’s court, for which he
was knighted in 1529 and made High Sherriff
of Norfolk in 1532.

Harmon Le Strange, 1583 to 1654,
undertook the construction of the Hall’s
Jacobean wings between 1625 and 1640. He
served as the MP for Norfolk and was a
committed Royalist; his story during the
English Civil War is the subject of another
article. Hamon’s wife managed the Le Strange
estates and kept meticulous records which
were published by the Norfolk Record Society
in 2015, giving us much information on life
and estate management in the 17th century.

Roger Le Strange, son of Harmon, was an
enthusiastic supporter of Charles the Second
and consequently prospered following the
Restoration. Henry Le Strange Styleman,
1815 to 1862, founded the town of
Hunstanton,  originally  called New
Hunstanton, as a Victorian seaside resort. He
also promoted the rail link with King’s Lynn
but died shortly before it was opened; hs story
is the subject of a separate article.

Pelham Grenville Wodehouse, 1881 to
1975, was born in Guildford, the son of a
magistrate based in Hong Kong; he was
therefore raised by relatives and educated as
a border at Dulwich College. On leaving
school he worked in a bank and took to
writing stories in his spare time, based on life
in schools. Most of his early stories were set
in England, although early on he moved to
America where he scripted musical comedy
films and worked for MGM, one of the
biggest film studios in the world.

In 1934 Wodehouse moved to France for
tax purposes, where he still lived when the
Second World War broke out in 1939: he was
interned by the Germans when France fell in
1940. Following his release, he made several
ill-advised broadcasts for German radio.
Although the broadcasts were completely
non-political, they went down very badly in
the UK, which was fighting for its life at the
time. Many people in the UK regarded
Wodehouse as a traitor and for a time after the
war there was a threat of prosecution.
Wodehouse never returned to the UK and
returned to live in America until his death in
1975.

During his lifetime Wodehouse wrote
ninety books, forty plays and two hundred
short stories. In the early 20th century
Wodehouse, a friend of Charles Le Strange,
was a regular visitor to Hunstanton Hall and
knew this part of Norfolk very well.
Wodehouse used the Hall and the surrounding
area as settings for some of his stories,
including his famous series Jeeves and
Wooster and Blandings Castle. The Hall was
used as the basis of fictional country houses
such as Rudge Hall in the 1928 novel Money
for Nothing. It may also have been the basis
for Blandings Castle, although other country
houses make this claim. Wodehouse did use
the Octagon room at the Hall in his story
“Jeeves and the Impending Doom” and
invented characters such as Lord Brancaster,
Jack Snettisham and J. Sheringham Adour.

Wodehouse, during his stays at Hunstanton
Hall, clearly took his surroundings very much
to heart and used them in his classic stories of
life and leisure for the monied classes in the
1920s.

The pictures show a young P.G.
Wodehouse, his famous literary figure and
Hunstanton Hall.
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|SPONTANEOUS|

West Norfolk's only 100% Gluten Free cafe

serving good food for everyone

teas | coffees | selection of cakes | open sandwiches
food to go | vegan & vegetarian options
most dishes are also dairy free
be safe - be spontaneous

13 High St, Hunstanton PE36 5AB
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00am-3:00pm
enguiries@spontaneouscuppa.co.uk

TY

- COOPER & ELMS

AUDIO, VISUAL & DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

INDEPENDENT

WE ARE A FAMILY RUN,

|
|
ELECTRICAL RETAILER SERVING
‘ WEST NORFOLK FOR OVER 40 YEARS
WITH AUDIO/VISUAL EQUIPMENT
| AND DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

| euronics

WE DELIVER, WE INSTALL, WE CARE!

01553 774798 | 30 TOWER STREET, KING'S LYNN PE30 1EJ
01485 570303 | 34-40 HIGH STREET HEACHAM PE31 7EP
(FORMERLY A. E. WALLIS)
WWW.COOPERANDELMS.CO.UK
SALESECOOPERANDELMS.CO.UK

vt{/w Nt

reath’s

Worksh O p

Sat Plh L\.k at 19th
December

Friday 25th
Scptember

(;ala

5 Course Mcal with
Dinner & Dancing

Y

Briarfields
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News from The Barking Bugle

Ziggy Bear Repawts from the Old Hunstanton Flower

Festival Dog Show!
— i —

hat a pawsome day we had at the Old Hunstanton Flower

i i }\( i / Festival Dog Show, organised by your friends at The Barking

Bugle. The sun was shining, tails were wagging and there

were smiles everywhere as dogs and their humans gathered for a
wonderful afternoon of fun.

First of all, a huge thank you to the Old Hunstanton Flower Festival
for inviting us to be part of their fantastic event. It was lovely to see so
many people enjoying the festival and we were delighted to add a little
canine magic to the day. We'd also like to say a big thank you to
Anchorage Barn Vets for kindly sponsoring our beautiful rosettes.
Now, on to the important bit ..... the winners!

Prettiest Girl — Blondie & Daniella

Most Handsome Boy — Pesto & Jonathan

Most Appealing Eyes — Dottie & Ella

Waggiest Tail — Mick & Shaun

Best Rescue — Bonbon & Jo

Dog the Judge Would Most Like to Take Home — Tessie & Neil &
Vicky

Then came the big moment that had every tail twitching with
excitement .....

Reserve Best in Show — Dottie & Ella

Best in Show — Bonbon & Jo

A massive round of appaws to all our winners! Of course, every single
dog who came along was a winner in my eyes. Whether you strutted
around the ring like a seasoned show dog or simply enjoyed making
new furry friends, you all helped make the afternoon so special.

I also have to give a special wag of appreciation to our wonderful
judge, who had the impossible task of choosing between so many
gorgeous dogs. Believe me, [ wouldn't have wanted that job—I'd have
given everyone a rosette (and probably a biscuit too!).

Thank you to everyone who entered, cheered from the sidelines, helped
behind the scenes or simply stopped to say hello. The Barking Bugle
loves bringing our local dog-loving community together and events
like this remind us just how lucky we are to have so many wonderful
dogs and dedicated owners.

Until next time, keep those tails wagging, noses sniffing and paws
muddy!

Love,

Ziggy Bear, Chief Repawter, The Barking Bugle

Copy date for the October issue is 12th September.
Please send your articles and separate photos to:
editor@townandaround.net

Healthy feet with Lauren

Qualified foot health practitioner offering nail trimming, treatments of
thick nails, fungal nails, corns, callus, hard skin removal.

+4 e | am mobile in Hunstanton and surrounding villages. g a,
( ﬁ £30 per appointment. )

Phone: 07557 509858

COASTAL

Veterinary Group
16 Alma Road, Snettisham
King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE31 7NY

v'Caring, friendly and professional
v'Fully independent practice

v'24 hour emergency service
v'Full surgical facilities

v'On site x-ray facilities

v'"Home visits available

v Off street parking

Tel:01485 544201

Email: info@coastalvets.co.uk
www.coastalvets.co.uk

City and Guilds Qualified Dog Groomer
We offer: Hand Stripping, Full Dog Groom,
Wash and Blow Dry, Nail Clipping, Puppy Sessions.

Call Sarah based in Snettisham

Mobile: 07950 888 449

QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN

-

Available for:
- Extra Sockets
+ Lighting
* BT Points
No job too small - Free Estimates

No call out charges
Phone Owen on:

01485 572726 or 07813 173 446
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NATIONAL COASTWATCH
BRANCASTER

ummer is always a busy time for Brancaster Coastwatch Station
Sas thousands of visitors pack the beach and use the coastal
waters.

Recent events have included difficulties with kite surfers, whose
usage is confined to a designated stretch of the beach and coastal
waters. Some surfers have strayed into the waters used by bathers and
paddleboarders, with the potential danger of collisions, as surfers travel
downwind at very high speed. Coastwatch volunteers have had to
speak to surfers to ensure they remain within their own area.

The first beach day held in July was very successful; two others are
organised in August to meet the demand from families using the beach.
Brancaster Coastwatch volunteers were also at the Hunstanton Family
Fun Day and represented National Coastwatch at the RHS
Sandringham Flower Show.

The main fundraising event for the Coastwatch Station takes place
at the Brancaster Staithe Shanty Festival, to be held on 12th and 13th
September; Coastwatch volunteers will be on hand serving hot drinks,
cakes and savouries at Brancaster Staithe and Deepdale Village Hall.
Do come along and join in the fun at this joyous annual festival!

If you would like more information on National Coastwatch
Brancaster please contact Richard Burrows, Deputy Station Manager,
on 07535 612777. You can also find us on Facebook at
#nationalcoastwatchbrancaster or on our website,
www.nci.org.uk/Brancaster for our webcam and up-to-date
information on weather and tides.

Planning, parking and the Council
From Cookie of Sunny Hunny

administration council got rid of the Tuesday Market then wonders
why not so many come into King’s Lynn; other towns have a
thriving market. They then got rid of the market in Hunstanton.

Then planning passes a rectangular building which does not fit in
with the belief that Hunstanton is a Victorian Seaside Town.

Then they pass what a lot of people say is the Benidorm flats which

apparently have fire safety problems. I spoke to a local councillor
who stated that it was Art Deco; sorry but that is nothing like.

This administration then reduces the parking by 100 places, stating
that they are moved onto the other existing car park, then builds three
story houses that block out the light from small houses opposite, which
also have problems and are not selling.

Also, in the build programmes they were going to give Hunstanton
an up-to-date Library, by removing the Bus Station to where, oh they
were not sure. But never mind, we got the houses that nobody wants.
Then they come up with the plan to pedestrianise the High Street and
part of Westgate, that’s OK for the older people, they have come up
with a plan that means you can park on the main car park and walk up
the hill to the town centre, if in the summer the car park is full, that's
also OK as you can park at old Hunstanton and catch the Bus.

Then we hear that we are going to get a Premier Inn. Where? Well,
on the car park opposite Tesco's of course, this will mean a loss of
another 100 plus car spaces. but never mind people will come by bus,
oh yer.

Ioften wonder if the Council knows what it is doing. The previous

POSH AFTERNOON TEA

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 24 October

Get ready to reserve your table!

More details to follow in next month's edition.

STEVE PENN
DRIVEWAYS

PAVING AND GROUNDWORKS RESIN
ALL TYPES OF PAVING, SURFACING & BRICK WORK

PART OF GOLD AWARD WINNING TEAM
AT THE CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

APPROVED RESIN MILL INSTALLER

DRIVEWAYS
BLOCK PAVING
RESIN BOUND

PATIOS

BRICKWORK

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
MOBILE: 07712 244825 | 07867 868 561
EMAIL: STEVEPENNPAVING@AOL.CO.UK @

Website: www.stevepennpaving.co.uk
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Tuesday 1st
Anmer Club PE31 6RN
NORFOLK and WAVENEY
MIND GROUP MEETINGS
EVERY TUESDAY - 11:00am-
6:30pm. For further information
and to book please visit
www.norfolkandwaveneymind.o
rg.uk or email:
ruralmentalhealth@norfolkandw
aveneymind.org.uk or
telephone: 0300 330 5488

Thursday 3rd
Creative Arts East present
Classically Untamed —
Bowjangles turn classical music
upside down! Hunstanton town
Hall 2pm. Or people aged 50+
tickets are ‘pay what you can’.
ticketsource.co.uk/creative-arts-
east More info 01953 713390

Stanhoe and Barwick WI 2pm
at Stanhoe Reading Room PE31
8PS Diane Clark will be talking
about Norfolk Accident Rescue

Service. Visitors and new
members always welcome (£5
visitors incl refreshments).
stanhoebarwickwi@gmail.com
for further details.

Friday 4th
Open Air Film Night 5-9pm —
free film screening of Hook
(1991) in the Tuesday Market
Place. Street Food available.

Fri 4th-Sat 5th
The King’s Lynn Globe Trotters
running group in conjunction
with the Terrington Runners,
will be holding a special 24
Hour Marathon, in The Walks,
starting at 9 am, on 4th Sep.
Details can be found on the
Globe Trotters facebook page.

Sunday 6th

Indoor Car boot at Wereham

Village Hall from 8am £5 per

table. Booking 01366 501330 or

07593 953907

60’s & 70’s weekend in the
Tuesday Market Place 11am-
4pm. Music and food.

Hunstanton Concert Band
performing in the Bandstand,
The Green Hunstanton 2-4pm

Monday 7th
Anmer Club PE31 6RN Coffee
morning 10-midday. Coffee; tea;
cakes & biscuits available to
purchase. For information
please email:
farmboy24@sky.com or
telephone, text or WhatsApp
07899 872351

Bingo Night at Anmer Club
PE31 6RN. Club opens at
7.00p.m. “Eyes Down” at 7.30
£6.50 for a book of 10 cards;
£1.50 for a “Flyer Card” & £2
for a “Cash Accumulator” card.
Fully licensed bar and Raffle
For information email :
enquiries@anmerclub.co.uk or
telephone; text or WhatsApp
07899872351

Tuesday 8th
Anmer Club PE31 6RN
NORFOLK and WAVENEY
MIND GROUP see Tues 1st

Wednesday 9th
Parent, Baby and Toddler Group
9.30-11am at Hunstanton
Methodist Church, 5 Austin St
PE36 6AJ. The cost is #2.50,
including a hot drink for adults
and fruit snacks for the children.
We have a wide variety of toys,
including a doll's house, soft
play cubes, an indoor slide, play
dough, puzzles and a blackboard
and white board. We usually
have bubbles and/or singing at
the end. Please come and join us
with your little ones!

Info 07963 181573.

Thursday 10th
Caley Hall Hotel is delighted to
once again be hosting a Coffee
Morning in aid of Tapping
House Hospice from 10.00am to
12.00 noon. Everyone is warmly
invited to come along and enjoy
a relaxed morning with freshly
brewed coffee, a tempting
selection of homemade cakes,
and some fantastic prizes in our
fundraising raffle.

Echoes of Buenos Aires 7-
9.30pm An evening of
Argentinian tango and folk

music presented by tango

singing star Martin Alvarado and

four acoustic guitarists from

Buenos Aires. Thornham Village

Hall. Info 07530 549570

Friday 11th
Anmer Club PE31 6RN Film
Night THE DEVIL WEARS
PRADA 2 — starring Meryl
Streep, Ann Hathaway, Stanley
Tucci. Club opens 7.00 p.m. —
Film starts 7.30 p.m.
£5 at the door.
enquiries@anmerclub.co.uk or
telephone 01485 579465

Fri 11th-Sun 13th
Brancaster Staithe Sea Shanty
Festival. Sea shanty groups from
across the UK are gathering in
Brancaster Staithe for a weekend
of live music, singing songs for
the sea.

Saturday 12th
Church of St Andrew Little
Massingham Heritage Open Day
“Village life and work through
the ages’. On display: Village
research, old parish magazines
and old photographs. 10am-4pm

Anmer Club PE31 6RN Family
BBQ plus entertainment with
Mike Terry 7pm £14 per person
including Dessert. Vegetarian
option available advise when
booking.Advance booking
essential for catering purposes.
farmboy24@sky.com or text,
phone or WhatsApp
07899872351 by Wednesday 9th
September. Fully Licensed bar
and Raffle

Sunday 13th
Classic Car Day in the Tuesday
Market Place, King’s Lynn
10am-4pm

King’s Lynn Heritage Open Day
Explore more than 50 historic
buildings; many normally closed
to the public.

The annual Mods and Rockers
rideout to Hunstanton. Departing
The Farmers, South Wootton
PE30 3HQ at 11am

Waterbeach Brass Band
performing in the Bandstand,
The Green Hunstanton 2-4pm

The Wolf Folk Club at Flitcham
Community Centre PE31 6BU
7.30-11pm Info 07803 725583

Monday 14th
The Battle of Britain service of
commemoration will be held in
Tower Gardens, King’s Lynn

starting at 10.45am. All
welcome to attend.

Tuesday 15th
Anmer Club PE31 6RN
NORFOLK and WAVENEY
MIND GROUP see Tues Ist

Knit and Natter at Old
Hunstanton Village Hall 10am-
noon Coffee & cake provided
£3. Info: Carol 07763 466325

Curry and Quiz night at The
Golden Lion, Hunstanton 8pm
start. Max 6 per team £3pp.
Curry £9 for quiz players.
Booking 01485 532688

Wednesday 16th
Parent, Baby and Toddler Group
9.30-11am see Wed 9th

Hunstanton Society Talk by
Andrew Jamieson of Drove
Orchards. Heritage Centre,
Hunstanton 7.30pm. Members
£1 Visitors £5.

Thursday 17th
Comedy night with Paul
Kerensa (award winning

comedy writer — Miranda, Not
Going Out, Top Gear, TFI
Friday) at St Nicholas Church
Dersingham 7-9pm. Tickets:
stnicholasdersingham.org.uk

Thurs 17th-Sun 20th
Dersingham Flower Festival at
St Nicholas Church — Thurs-Sat

10am-4pm Sun 12noon -4pm

Friday 18th
Dersingham Social Club PE31
6JY. ABBA Night 8-11pm. We
would love you to embrace the
theme and wear sequins, flares,
and platform boots but it’s not
compulsory 01485 543380

Saturday 19th
North Wootton Village Market
PE30 3PT 9am-2pm

The Burnhams Market, St
Mary’s Church PE31 8DH
9.30am-2.30pm

Wereham Village Hall Quiz
Night 7pm. Advance Tickets £6,
or £7 on the door. Jacket Potato

& topping included.Info &

tickets 01366 502214/01366

500766 or
villagehallwereham@gmail.com

Sunday 20th
Hunstanton Soap Box Derby, the
Green, Hunstanton. 9am-5pm

ANMER AUTUMN FAYRE
10.00 - 4.00PM Car boot, stalls,
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church tour, Penalty shoot out,
family activities, refreshments &

raffle. Church tour starts at

2.00pm at the church car park

Car boot pitch - £5 Stall pitch -
£10 To book your pitches or
more info please call 07942

720433

Country in aid of East Anglian
Air Ambulance. Hunstanton
town Hall 1-3pm £4 cash only.

Thurs 24th-Sun 27th
Deepdale Festival. Deepdale
Camping & Rooms hosts a small
but perfectly formed Music
Festival with a Heart of Folk

Craft Fair, Hunstanton Town
Hall PE36 6BQ 10am-4pm
Dersingham Social Club PE31
6JY Country night 5.30-11.30
Info 01485 543380

Sunday 27th

Run Sandringham Half
Marathon 5K and Community

Scan here for

Norfolk Family Walk 10am to across 3 stages. 40 superb acts. Mile 9am on the Sandringham modre tevzn:s
4pm Holkham Hall, NR23 1RH Info 01485 210256 Estate. and up 1o date
Various lengths of walks in aid . https://totalracetiming.co.uk/race information
of brain tumour research Friday 25th 1646
www.astrofund.org.uk More info  Glebe House School Open Day ) Car parking for parkrun is free
01485525279 PE36 6HW 8.30-11am DRA};{Blrchar% Newtog‘OI}alen until 11:00 am
isteri ay Heritage Centre, Bircham : .
RAF Bircham Newton Open Registering f%zzé)oz; < Info 01485 Nev}:/ton PE%I 6RH 10am-4pm. To volunteer or for further

Day Heritage Centre, Bircham
Newton PE31 6RH 10am-4pm.
Free entry. Info 07807 098348

Live music in the Bandstand,
The Green Hunstanton 2-4pm

Snettisham Coffee Morning at
the Memorial Hall PE31 7LX
10am-noon. Info 07491 643807

Charity Quiz is being held by

Free entry. Info 07807 098348

The Wolf Folk Club at Flitcham
Community Centre PE31 6BU
7.30-11pm Info 07803 725583

information contact:
sandringham@parkrun.com
07913 439222

Saturday 26th

Soroptimist International of Tuesday 29th 5K Your Wy — Move Charity
Monday 21st King’s Lynn at South Wotton Anmer Club PE31 6RN Last Saturday of every month
Anmer Club PE31 6RN Coffee Village Hall. Start at 7pm. £5 NORFOLK and WAVENEY Sandringham Royal Park 8:40

morning 10-midday. Coffee; tea;
cakes & biscuits available to
purchase. For information:
farmboy24@sky.com or
telephone, text or WhatsApp
07899 872351

per person.Maximum 6 to a
team. BYO drinks and nibbles.
Raffle and 50/50 (cash payments
only) Prize for the winning team
of six vouchers for a two course
Sunday lunch has been kindly
donated by the Dabbling Duck

MIND GROUP see Tues 1st

Snettisham Bingo Night 6.30-

9.30pm at the Memorial Hall
PE31 7LX

Dersingham Village Cinema
presents The Roses (15) starring
Olivia Coleman and Benedict

for a 9:00 am start. For anyone
affected by cancer, friends and
healthcare professionals. To
come and walk, talk, run or
simply be part of the lovely
parkrun community:
sandringhamgroup@>5kyourway.

Tuesday 22nd at Great Massingham. . ore 07913 439222
NORFOLK and WAVENEY  September— B 3 07943 409786
MIND GROUP see Tues 1st sikingslynn@gmail.com ’
EYFS Open Day at Anmer Club PE31 6RN Quiz Paregtég_alblyarf;”gezo\;‘gherggroup @
Ingoldisthorpe C of E Primary Night Club opens 7.00 p.m. ’

School Come and visit our Quiz starts 7.30 p.m. Entry £3 —
Nursery and Reception 1-3pm. per person. Bar Raffle parkruns COFFEE
enquiries@anmerclub.co.uk or  lunstanton Promenade parkrun AMORNINGC
Wednesday 23rd telephone; text or WhatsApp start at 9am every Saturday from Sovbiosfiec ol ot .
Parent, Baby and Toddler Group 07899872351 The Salad Bowl. T: 07804 Thursday 10" September
9.30-1Tam see Wed 9th Saturday 26th . 927764 10:00 am - 12 noon
Macmillan Coffee Morning, Merchants Market in the Sandr ingham parkrun
South Creake Memorial Pavilion  Tuesday Market Place 9am-3pm Sandringham Royal Park sl

NR21 9PD 10-12.30
Thursday 24th

A musical afternoon with Dinky
David playing 50s and 60s

info@discoverkingslynn.com

Snettisham Flea Market at the
Memorial Hall PE31 7LX 50p
entry. Info 01485 543608

Every Saturday at 8:40 for a
9:00 am start First Timers
Briefing 8:45 am
Start and finish on the vista near
children’s play area.

i
&2\

v 4 Nesbrnany vae

Our trained volunteers visit
socially isolated older people
for companionship and a chat.

If you'd like to make a positive
difference locally, we'd love to
hear from you.

info@wnbefriending.org.uk

01553 763500

Daniel Sharman

07554 018307

dan@dnscomputerservices.co.uk

GONS

Tapping Close, Snettisham

IT Support & Consultancy
Apple and Microsoft friendiy
Virus/Spy/Ad-ware remaoval
Wi-Fi Coverage solutions
Home & Business networks
Repairs & Maintenance
Data Recovery

COTV Systems

Multi Room Audio

Tuition & Sales

GDPR Compliant

Tapﬁ?fg House

In The Storm
T HERAPY

Anxious?
Overwhelmed?
You don't have to
carry it alone.

Online & in person therapy
(King's Lynn area).

www.calminthestorm.co.uk
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No one should face life alone
Laura Evans

to older veterans who may be living alone, The Bridge for Heroes

is committed to ensuring that every member of the Armed Forces
community has somewhere to turn for support, friendship and expert
advice.

Based in King's Lynn, the charity has become a vital lifeline for
serving personnel, veterans, reservists and their families, providing
practical assistance alongside a welcoming community where people
can feel understood, respected and valued.

J ?\rom young service leavers taking their first steps into civilian life

One of the specialist services available is access to a dedicated
Veterans Services Case Worker, offering free, confidential, one-to-one
support for service leavers, veterans, families and dependants. Whether
someone is transitioning into civilian life or seeking support many

5% -

Multi-award winning providers of |
Home Care in your community

We are a local multi award winning independent Home Care
Specialist, providing carers trained to the highest standards
including Dementia Care. We offer a wide range of services within
fhe home setting which are tailored to suit individual needs from
. personal care to shopping and
n?:nrou n‘&wom soppaianeip.

»» Ourservices can be arranged on either
a short term or long term basis, we offer
flexibility when organising care
packages and can assure our
=0 customers that we wil meet their

n?)nrou& n‘gmom ngprou requirements every step of the way.

00 " If you or anyone you know may be
interested in our services please do not hesitate to contact us on
the number below or call in to our office at Heacham for further
advice and information.

Thinking of a career in Social Care?
Why not join our award winning team

Extra Hands &)

Providers of Home Care in Norfolk

'rn-l

—

I‘IBDTOII I'I%D fOiI thOll

o o7

We offer: = Good rates of pay » Varlau.l hours availabie
* Enhanced hoiids = Paid
* Free DBS check & uniforms eMobite Phane

www.extrahandshomecarenorfolk.co.uk
Extra Hands is reguiloled by the CQC o provide core and mest oll of the CGC Nolionol Slandards

years after leaving the Armed Forces, expert guidance is available
every step of the way.

The Case Worker provides advice on Armed Forces pensions and
compensation, medical discharge, Department for Work and Pensions
benefits, housing, bereavement and wider welfare issues. They also
help people navigate government departments and specialist charities,
ensuring individuals receive the right support at the right time.

Alongside this specialist service, The Bridge for Heroes recognises
that some of the greatest challenges facing the Armed Forces
community are not always practical. Loneliness, social isolation and
the loss of identity after service can have a profound impact on
wellbeing, particularly for older veterans who may have lost partners
or become disconnected from the military community that once
surrounded them.

While the Veterans Services Case Worker provides specialist advice
and advocacy, The Bridge for Heroes offers something equally
important—ongoing support once the immediate issue has been
resolved. People can return to enjoy a cup of tea, take part in activities,
build new friendships and remain connected to a community that
understands the unique experiences of military life. Together, these
services ensure that support does not end when the paperwork is
complete.

Helen Taylor, CEO of The Bridge for Heroes, said: "Support looks
different for everyone. A young veteran may need help finding
employment or understanding their pension, while an older veteran
may simply need somewhere to belong and someone to talk to.
Families may be coping with the challenges of military life or the loss
of a loved one. Whatever someone's circumstances, our aim is to
provide practical help, compassionate support and a welcoming
community where everyone feels valued. No one should feel
forgotten."

Working closely with Veterans Services, military charities, local
organisations and government agencies enables The Bridge for Heroes
to provide joined-up support that addresses both immediate needs and
longer-term wellbeing, ensuring members of the Armed Forces
community can access the help they need with confidence.

If you are a member of the Armed Forces community and need
support—whether with housing, pensions, benefits, employment,
welfare or bereavement, or if you are simply feeling lonely or
isolated—The Bridge for Heroes is here to help. You do not have to
wait until problems reach crisis point. Sometimes a conversation over
a cup of tea is the first step towards finding the right support.

To find out more or arrange a confidential appointment, contact The
Bridge for Heroes on 01553 760230, email
contact@thebridgeforheroes.org, or visit 52A South Clough Lane,
King's Lynn, PE30 1SE. You're also welcome to drop in during
opening hours for an informal chat. More information can be found at
www.thebridgeforheroes.org.

Village life and work through the ages

eritage Open Day
will be celebrated H
at Little —_L .

Church of St Andrew

Little Massingham

Massingham Church on
Saturday 12th September
between 10.00 - 16.00.

There will be plenty to
see including old photos
of Little Massingham
and the original bound
copies of the old parish
magazines, dating from
1908 to 1933!

Do come along as
there will be lots to
discover. Heritage Open
Days are free events!

Saturday 12th September
10.00am - 4 D0pm
Free entry - evervone webcoma

O
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B

Rosemary Jewers

lind tandem cycling is the ultimate test of faith: Michael steers
the ship, while Robert provides the horsepower and hopes for

the best.

Robert Taylor, local author and blogger, and resident of Great
Massingham, will be taking on a 100km bike ride in September for

FOR THE FOURTH YEAR RUNNING
WE HAVE BEEN VOTED AS ONE OF
THE BEST FISH AND CHIP SHOPS
IN THE UK BY THE TIMES

£l
THE SUNDAY TIMES
‘The best fish and chip shops in the UK

Fishers, Hunstanton, Norfolk

Thene are newer, more lashionable chippies on (e north Norfolk coast, b Pee

eaten at them all, and the best s the shop on the Green that hus been

wine thie 1050x, Most fryers muike a big deal ahau their “Signature

Fishers is the lightest and crunchiest Pve tasted this year There's a charming

restuursnl, but wibess s raining you'i be mad 1o use It when you coubd sit on

the Green overlooking the sew, ar walk for five minutes wp CHIT Parsde o find o

bench in Explanade Gardens and watch the sun set over Lineolnshire.

Reserve a table - call us on 01485 532487

FISHERS www.fishershunstanton.co.uk

aL
CHIPS

Ei Fishers of Hunstanton (@) fishersofhunstanton

iINd tandem stoker’'s 100k chal

enge

charity. Robert, 66, is almost totally blind, only having a small amount
of periphery vision remaining, he is registered as Severely Sight
Impaired. He will be riding on the back of a tandem, along with Pilot
Michael Jay. Robert had not ridden a bicycle in well over fifty years
when he mounted Vision Norfolk’s tandem in late May. From the first
push down on the peddle he said he loved it, regretting it had been
missing from his life for so long.

It was thanks to Vision Norfolk, one of the charities they are
supporting, who advertised for blind stokers to put themselves forward
to take part in cycle rides with West Norfolk CTC. Robert answered
the call and has never looked back.

Robert said, “I was a bit on the wobbly side to start with but soon
got the hang of it. The worst thing about it was I discovered as the
bloke on the back it was down to me to make the directional hand
signals. I hadn’t even contemplated taking my hands off the
handlebars. We got there in the end.”

Robert is now riding in excess of fifty miles and believes he has
plenty left in the tank.

Robert and Michael will be taking part in the annual Norfolk
Churches Trust Charity Bike Ride on 12th September, raising funds
for Norfolk Churches Trust, St Andrew’s Church in Little Massingham
and Vision Norfolk. They are aiming to complete 100km and visit 25
different churches in the process. Their journey will begin at Thoresby
College, King’s Lynn Hub of Vision Norfolk, and end at St Andrew’s.

Link to Robert’s fundraising page:
https://givewheel.com/fundraising/19880/roberts-blind-bike-ride/

Ve

Chris Palmer

l Plumbing And Heating Services Ltd
Plumbing | Heating | Gas Services | Renewables
New boilers | Repairs | Servicing
Bathroom | Shower room installs

Fully insured

© 01485 571363
© 07798 635860 ‘
chrispalmer333@gmail.com

DOMESTIC HEATING STSTEMS
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Borough Council news

CliIr Terry Parish, Heacham Ward which includes Sedgeford and Fring

ello to you all. At the time of writing,
H 10th August, I have just returned from

a holiday in North Yorkshire where I
enjoyed much more pleasant weather and had
to make use of a mac and umbrella for 30
minutes.

I don’t believe anything of note has shaken
the foundations of the Borough Council though
the same can’t be said about the sea defences at
Hunstanton. I have just learnt that McDonalds
has made an application for a drive through and
restaurant on the stupid site they picked and this
will appear on the planning portal imminently.
There has been a Borough Councillor by
election in Heacham. Confirmation that an
application will be made for a 108-bedroom
Premier Inn in Hunstanton has been received.
Drought continues in our area and no significant
rain is forecast in the near future.

I will take these matters up in my
interpretation of their priority for Heacham
Ward.

McDonalds: I hope there will be a public
meeting for residents to state their stance.
However, every interested individual needs to
comment on the planning portal when the
application is live. You can do this on line
(Google Kings Lynn planning) or in a letter or
email to planning at West Norfolk Council. The
address is, BCKLWN, King’s Court, Chapel St,
King’s Lynn, PE30 1EX. Email is
borough.planning@West-Norfolk.gov.uk (no
full stop at end in case it appears here).

McDonalds are, naturally, being biased in
their interpretation of public consultation. The
facts are, there were 1,478 responses including
an unspecified number from none residents. Of
this number, 680 approved though some had
reservations. 798 people were opposed.

Examples of positive comments, received
from those consulted, have been sent to me and
the Parish Council and will no doubt figure in
the planning application. No negative
comments have been provided. The positive
comments appear to boil down to three; it will
save driving to King’s Lyn or Fakenham; it will
provide more variety of food choices; it will
improve job opportunities for local people.

If I can make personal responses to these:
Anyone who drives, from the Heacham area, a

CLSTEPHENSON
PAINTER & DECORATOR
HUNSTANTON BASED

o Free Estimates

e Interior & Exterior Decoration
e 20 Years’ Experience
o All types of Wallpapering

‘I'al 07932074 207
or 01485 533 783

return journey of 24 miles for a burger should
look at what is already on offer locally or buy
the requisite makings from Tesco or Nisa or
Jennings and cook them. There are sufficient
food choices already available from local
outlets within the Heacham, Hunstanton area.
Use them or lose them. There is a difficulty in
recruiting local employees already. They will be
more likely recruited from further afield which
is not bad but not a reason to build a McDonalds
here.

Further comments, made by McDonalds,
include: (the development) ‘will transform this
vacant site into an employment generating
facility’. I dispute that the site is vacant as it is
used as an overflow car park for Heacham
Lavender which owns it. I wonder what impact
there will be on the Lavender business and
whether, ‘be operated by a local McDonald’s
franchisee ~ with  strong = community
connections’, is a reference to Norfolk
Lavender whose owner is rumoured to have
links to McDonalds? The development will,
‘include at least three daily litter patrols within
150m from the site’. Well, the Parish Council
operative already picks up McDonald’s litter
sourced from Kings Lynn or Fakenham so
150m is a little short of need.

Though I have yet to see the full planning
application I am opposed to this development
on this site. [ would prefer not to see it anywhere
but will bend if necessary. Reasons include the
obvious; traffic at that junction; disturbance to
properties in close proximity, and littering. They
also include impact on the setting, that includes
two grade 2 listed structures, and on the nearby
river. [ will be more detailed in my objections
on the planning portal.

The by election brought about by the
resignation of Cllr Andrew Jameison: The
number able to vote in Heacham Ward is 4,344.
17% took part, Paul Powers, Reform, won with
289 votes. The Liberal candidate, the only one
to actually live in the ward, got 219 votes.
Conservatives achieved 163, and Labour 93. 1
have no idea what Cllr Powers will bring to the
Borough Council and doubt anyone else does
either. I hope it is something useful to the ward
he now represents.

The Premier Inn application in Hunstanton is

not unconnected to
consideration of water
supply and to the dire
state of the Heacham
River between Fring
and Sedgeford. The
river is fed from
springs at Fring and
that’s where Anglian
Water pumps water
from the ground to
serve the surrounding area, including
Hunstanton. It doesn’t take many brain cells to
realise that if too much water is pumped then
the river will suffer and the ecosystem that relies
on it will die. This has been happening on a
regular basis over the past few years. The river
is still flowing at Heacham due to springs below
Sedgeford. The fact that the dry season,
summer, is also the time when the population
doubles due to tourism, does not help.

It is blatantly obvious that to pursue policies
which increase the number of tourists will only
worsen the situation. The same goes for
government insistence that we build far more
houses than are required for local needs. There
is currently insufficient water available. The
impact on farming is horrendous and we will
see problems in food supply this coming year.
Farmers are restricted in the amount of water
they can abstract whereas tourism providers
(and fast-food restaurants) can literally tip it
down the drain.

A year ago, Anglian Water stated they could
support no new developments because of lack
of capacity at Heacham sewage works. They
rejigged their figures and now say they can
support some development, including the
proposed hotel. As far as potable water is
concerned, they have no restrictions on
development which shows little commonsense
to me. They caveat that with plans to build two
new reservoirs in the Fens and in Lincolnshire
which are in the final consultation stages. Say
at least 10 years for those then.

Sea defences at Hunstanton: Major capital
works are being developed but some structural
movement means a temporary solution has to
be made along 200m of them. This will be
10,000tonnes of granite rock armour sourced
from Norway. It will most likely trundle along
the A149 at 300tonnes/day for about 30 days.
Perhaps the lorries will pause at McDonalds
should that atrocity come to pass at the lavender
junction.

B WHYMAN BUILDERS
Extensions | Renovations | New Builds | Patios
Groundworks | Plastering | Structural Works
Quality local builders you can rely on | 30 years experience

Mob: 07875 830 606 Home' 01485 540 568
info@bwhymanbuilders.co.uk. www.bwhymanbuilders.co.uk

~ - , '
Jn @ Excellent reviews on Google %% 51 51 51 &1
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Coffee Morning for Tapping House

Morning in aid of Tapping House Hospice on Thursday 10th
September, from 10.00am to 12.00 noon.

Everyone is warmly invited to come along and enjoy a relaxed
morning with freshly brewed coffee, a tempting selection of
homemade cakes, and the chance to win some fantastic prizes in our
fundraising raffle.

Caley Hall Hotel is delighted to once again be hosting a Coffee

MON RIPFPER HALL DOCKING From
WEDS HEACHAM SOCIAL CLUB
FRI.  OLD HUNSTANTON SOCIALCLUB  OPM

PRE-CHRISTMAS DINING

20th NOVEMBER - 19th DECEMBER

Served 12-2.30pm & 6-8.30pm daily
Two courses £35 - Three courses £42
Booking essential

Old Hunstanton, Norfolk PE36 6HH
Tel: 01485 533486 Email: mail@ yhallhotel.co.uk

www.caleyhallhotel.co.uk

Art Exhibition at Thornham Village Hall
Supporting the Hunstanton Stroke Group

& n Saturday and Sunday, September 19th and 20th, eight local
@ artists will be exhibiting at Thornham Village Hall from 10am

3 to 4pm. Paintings by Jill Ilett, Helga Joergens, David Lendrum,
Keith Powell, Lesley Williams and Julie Witt range from the abstract
to very detailed realistic landscapes.
Also, Tom Sharp has produced a

FCI b fles C Urtains B| n d S OPEN mosaic and Jo Halpin Jones displays
Tuesday to Friday her photography and examples of
~ ® [0am - 4pm damaged and faded photos that have
. been digitally repaired. We can also
1 l 1 S a Il a Saturday see the work of stroke survivors who
:5 10am - 2pm attend a local gathering.

BESPOKE CURTAINS, BLINDS AND ACCESSORIES Above left: Jill llett

Below: Keith Powell

Three Shires Head

CURTAINS - ROMAN BLINDS - VERTICAL - ROLLER & VENETIAN

Showroom at | Poppyfields Retail Park, Snettisham
Contact Paula or Marcus

T: 01485 541111 » E: info@christyana.co.uk * www.christyana.co.uk
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GARY RUSHMORE

FLC )Uf\['\lu

» free measuring and estimates with no obligation
« superb range of carpet, vinyl and laminate samples

« exceptional service, including uplifting and disposing of old
flooring and moving furniture

« o family-run business, with over 30 years of experience

» home selection service available

Unit 6, Heacham Hall Industrial Units, Hall Close, Hunstanton Road,
Heacham, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE31 7JT

OPEN: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9.30om-3pm
(closed all doy Thursdoy and Saturday)

t: 01485 572202 email: rushmoreflooring@btconnect.com

www.garyrushmoreflooring.co.uk

HEATING

Deal direct & save
on your heating oil

Gel a quote - call our
team on 01953 713555

or order easily online

Thank you for everything
John Maiden

7 tis no surprise that Town & Around is going to change hands, but I
‘ can't let your well earned retirement happen without wishing you

J Land Richard all the very best and offering my thanks for printing
so many of my words on contentious issues, ever since T&A began as
the Hunstanton Newsletter. For this [ am truly grateful.

You are one of those all-to-rare individuals in today's world who say
"why not?" when most people are still wondering why. John Cushing
has given Norfolk and further afield The Thursford Spectacular
Christmas Show.

More recently Ian Brown and his team of hard working volunteers
have put new life into RAF Sculthorpe. When the younger Maidens
drove me to the third annual America Day at the Sculthorpe Heritage
Centre, the number of cars heading in the same direction reminded me
of the film starring Kevin Costner called ‘Field of Dreams’.

For your part it was the need for residents to be well informed of
events and people in Hunstanton and its surroundings, including the
north coast. I still believe that my hometown would be better served
by a local authority responsible for most, or all of Norfolk's seaside
towns and villages.

Shakespeare might have trod the boards of Lynn's Guildhall, but
Hunstanton should make more of the fact that Sir Alec Guinness
starred in the 1957 film: 'Barnacle Bill' - and our Festival of One act
plays should set Hunstanton on course to become a small town of
Culture, if Great Yarmouth can qualify as a larger helping of the same
thing...
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KL1 Radio owner Richard Dix leads the next
chapter for Town & Around magazine

T Eown and Around is entering =
an exciting new chapter, as

Richard Dix, owner of KL1
Radio, together with Darren and
Andrea Shortt, take ownership of
Town & Around magazine.

The move secures the future of
the magazine with the retirement
of Elaine and Richard, whose
dedication over more than 21
years and 250 editions has made
the magazine a trusted and valued
part of community life across West
Norfolk.

Richard Dix said: “Elaine and
Richard have created something
truly special, and we feel
incredibly privileged to have been
entrusted with its future. Town &
Around has an outstanding
reputation, a loyal readership and
a proud heritage. Our aim is to
build on those strong foundations,
continue supporting local
businesses, charities and *© -
community organisations, and ensure the magazine remains at the heart
of West Norfolk for many years to come.”

The acquisition brings together two established local media brands,
with KL1 Radio and Town & Around sharing a common commitment
to championing the people, businesses, events and organisations that
make West Norfolk such a special place to live and work.

The new owners have paid tribute to Elaine and Richard for their
remarkable contribution to the local community.

“Producing more than 250 editions over two decades is an incredible
achievement,” Richard added. “We would like to sincerely thank
Elaine and Richard for everything they have done and wish them a
long, happy and thoroughly deserved retirement. They leave behind a
publication that is respected throughout the area, and we are honoured
to be continuing that legacy.”

Richard and Elaine said: “We are very pleased with the new team
and are confident that they have the skills, experience and enthusiasm
to steer the magazine into the future.

From left: Darren Shortt, Dani Crawshaw (Journalist & Features
writer), Andrea Shortt, Lou Terry (advertising) and Richard Dix
Note: the telephone number and email address at the top of every
page is being taken over by the new team from 1st September

TOWN and
ARSUND
A New Chagier Dregirs

The team is already hard at work preparing the October edition,
which will be the first issue published under the new ownership.
Production is already well underway, ensuring readers and advertisers
will continue to enjoy the magazine they know and trust while looking
forward to an exciting new chapter for Town & Around.

A . s R

Richard and Elaine (centre) with Dani and the new owners

TOWN AND AROUND
IS NOW PART OF

KL1 RADIO

THANK YOU ELAINE,
RICHARD AND THE TEAM

tr Fwrw fei $utarn et ord P

Thank you for your supporf

HERE'S TO THE NEXT CHAPTER!

We're delighted to announce that
Town and Around has bean
purchased by KL1 Radio.

The October 2026 edition will be
the first created by our new local
team - and we can't wait to share
it with you.

LOCAL. INTERESTED
HERE TO STAY

i "wwy e » k= 8 apjrza e

81 Ay STy W O TR
prapm Ll s R
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We are covrriter B besary
the gty of Tomm angt Arounsd
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Dark skies of West

Terry Parish

am writing this on the 11th August to meet the copy date for Town
Iand Around. There may be additional material in the Heacham

Newsletter as that copy date is a week away. Tomorrow, the 12th,
is the date of the solar eclipse and the peak of the Perseid meteor
shower. I hope clouds do not make an appearance.

Internet

September brings nothing so exciting but finding planets and stars
in an increasingly darkening sky will be good enough. The Autumn
Equinox is on the 23rd and nights begin to draw in, become longer.

The Sun is moving South of the equator or, rather, our orbit around it
makes it so. The moment the Sun dips below the line is 1.05am.

Zenith
Meridian Summer  Vernal
Solstice Giuinge
Autumnal
Equinox
/*x Winter

Solstice
y®

Position of the Sun during Equinoxes and
Solstices at the Northern Hemisphere
(North-soutl divection reverses
tor southern ewisplere)

mydarksky.org

The sun is getting lower, hip hip hip hooray, the sun is getting lower
and soon it will be dark in the day

Venus is still bright in the WSW after sunset but it sets about 8pm
and is lost on the horizon by the 22nd. The orbits of Earth and Venus
contrive to move Venus further between us and the Sun and its crescent
phase becomes thinner. It should be possible to observe this over
several nights through optical instruments but BEWARE, do not point
any such at the Sun. On the 24th, a crescent Moon will be to the left of
crescent Venus.

As Venus leaves us for a while, Saturn is rising earlier in the NE at
around 8pm so will be high enough to observe by 10pm. It’s not bright
with a magnitude of +0.4 but find it and it will be obvious. Good,
steady, binoculars will enhance it but a small telescope is needed to

Norfolk

see the rings. A decent birding ‘scope should do it. On the 26th and
27th the Moon is close.

Once you have found Saturn, make a fist at arm’s length and hold it
so it just touches the ringed planet on its right side. Neptune will be at
the other side of your fist. You won’t see the most distant planet
although its as close as it will be this year at just 4,470 million km
away. The 25th is the date of Neptune’s opposition when a line can be
drawn from the Sun, through Earth, to the ice giant.

The next planet in towards the Sun, Uranus, rises around 9.30pm
and should be high enough between 11pm and midnight, Sharp young
eyes might find it in a very dark sky but I doubt it. Its magnitude is
+5.7 and good, steady binoculars will be needed. Look for a hazy blue
green dot.

Turning to the early hours: Look for Mars realistically from 2am. It
will be a red dot with a brightness similar to that of Castor and Pollux,
stars of Gemini where the god of war is residing. If you are up and
about then, the brilliant thing in the sky is Jupiter with a magnitude of
minus 1.8.

Locations of all planets are best found using an app on your ‘phone.
Stellarium is good. Otherwise remember that planets are found along
an arc in the sky, the ecliptic, starting in the NE and finishing in the
SW. Earth’s rotation ‘carries’ them along it and they are best observed
when they are highest in the sky. They are then above earthly
obstructions like a tree and, importantly, their light has less atmosphere
to penetrate.

There is a small meteor shower on the 9th I have never heard of. It
is named 45P-id and is from the debris of comet 45P/Honda-
Mrkos=Pajdisakova observed in 1947. So now you know.

Hope you saw the eclipse and a few Perseids.

Family owned and managed - Established 1851
A complete caring and personal service offered by a
local family business providing advice and guidance
at your time of need when you need it most

« Day and night personal family caring service
* Individually tailored funerals at a competitive price
= Horse draw_n ar_ld alternative fungral transport available
= 5th gﬂgrahon independent family service _
- . [ roneea |
[irrcons

n Golden Charter

40 Greevegate, Hunstanton PE36 6AG 01485 534421
1 Blackfriars Street, King’s Lynn PE30 1NN 01553 766795

Also in Downham Market & Wisbech
Website: www.ajcoggles.co.uk
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Alien Invasion - The rise of the Urban
Muntjac e g

here has been a lot in the press just

lately about growing wild deer

numbers across the country and the
damage they are causing to agricultural
crops, forestry and in deer vehicle
collisions. Indeed, the figure banded about
of two million deer nationally is now ‘old
hat’ as no real, scientifically quantifiable
population estimate exists, and up to now
damage caused by deer has had no real
monetary or mental anguish values
attached. But there is now a secondary, and
perhaps more serious side to the
unprecedented growth in the invasive
species of Muntjac (Muntiacus reevesi). Deer populations are likely
to be double that of any estimate if current figures being collated by
the Norfolk Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group’s (FWAG) Norfolk
Regional Deer Strategy are anything to go by.

Forty years ago, muntjac were rarely seen across the Norfolk
landscape, but today there is hardly a field, wood, garden, hedgerow
or even large roundabout without at least one present. This very
adaptive non-native invasive species breeds throughout the year. They
are very brazen animals and will defend themselves against dogs and
humans if cornered. They graze the road verges and take little notice
of passing traffic, often aimlessly wandering out into the road to cause
serious damage to cars and their passengers.

There is now a growing incidence of these animals moving from
wood and farmland into urban gardens, allotments and playgrounds.
Areas are being fenced, which is often no deterrent for these twenty-
four raiders especially when hungry, thirsty, or driven by mating urges.
They are not like our native deer species which are usually only active
after dark and are generally very shy of human interactions.

Financial losses run into hundreds of thousands of pounds as public
and private nature recovery projects and environmental actions on
Norfolk’s farms are being decimated. On one farm alone in North
Norfolk £29,000 has been lost in newly planted hedgerow destruction.
Mental wellbeing is being eroded as generational gardens are being
eaten and allotment self-sufficiency crops are destroyed. Many make-
shift fences have been erected to stop this invasion but these often fail,
and many homeowners don’t want unsightly and very expensive prison
style fencing around their homes and gardens. Councils are without
solutions and regulations bar many options that traditional pest
controllers could use.

So, what are the solutions and is the ‘perceived’ negative feeling to
control real? One North Norfolk area canvassed every villager about
the growing muntjac problem; no one was against control to protect
their homes, gardens and pets and to make the local roads safer.

Solutions come from recognition of a problem (or an impending
one); this problem is present and real. Awareness and acceptance bring
about actions, and positive actions bring people together so that
majorities can agree and act. Every stakeholder has a voice, and all
must be considered, but positive actions are the only ones that will
bring the required solutions. It is time to really start the conversation,
to get real about the problem and act to reach the solution.

Four necessities;

* All stakeholders, including local government, must recognise and
talk publicly about the growing, present and real problem.

» Awareness and acceptance through education and understanding
of why deer management is an essential part of balancing wildlife,
farming, forestry and nature, and the present and future needs of people
across Norfolk.

* Investment in research for alternative control measures to combat
growth in invasive species that threaten native wildlife, local
ecosystems, mental health and national food and timber security.

» Eat more locally sourced venison: in schools, in hospitals, in
prisons, everywhere. It is healthy, low in fat, high in protein and it will
help save Norfolk from the Alien Invasion.

Article compiled by Michael Anker MCIEEM. Project Lead for
Norfolk’s Regional Deer Strategy in conjunction with Norfolk Farming
and Wildlife Advisory Group: www.norfolkfwag.co.uk

WATSON
FLAT ROOFING

. Flat Roof Replacements

Flat Roof Repairs

Flat Roof Installations
Jobs Big & Small
Chimney Work

Roof Surveys

Whether you need a new roof or a
replacement, Watson Flat
Roofing in Hunstanton provides
expert, tailored services and
advice.

www.watsonflatroofing.co.uk
07766659352 §

"_ FREE Inspections,
| Advice & Quotations

Learn to play
bridge quickly

AV & ¢

Improve your logic, memory, lateral thinking,
make new friends, have fun!

8-week fast track course £79
starting 18" September 2026
Fridays 2pm - 4.30pm
Old Hunstanton Village Hall
This course is ideal if you want to learn and
start playing quickly, are a complete
beginner, or for those who already know
some basics.

Please contact Laurent to book your place
bridgehunstanton@gmail.com

Hunstanton Bridge Club
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YOUR CHOIR SMASHES £30,000
FUNDRAISING MILESTONE!

taking its fundraising total for local causes past an incredible
£30,000.

Your Choir celebrated its latest success following a packed biannual
concert at the Alive Corn Exchange in King’s Lynn, where members
raised more than £5,000 in a single afternoon.

The money is being donated to two important local causes — the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital King’s Lynn Charity, supporting the
hospital’s Stroke Unit, and the Norfolk and Norwich University
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, supporting the Colney Centre and
patients living with brain tumours.

And that latest fundraising effort has pushed Your Choir’s overall
total to an impressive £30,000+ raised for good causes across Norfolk
and Cambridgeshire since the choir began just over four years ago.

Founded by Musical Director Mike Tandy, Your Choir has grown
into a thriving community of singers who come together each week
for music, friendship, laughter and plenty of fun — while also using
their performances to give something back to the communities around
them.

Mike said: “I’m incredibly proud of what we’ve achieved. When
Your Choir started, the aim was simply to bring people together, get
them singing and create something that people genuinely looked
forward to each week.

“To see what it has become — and to know that along the way we’ve
now raised more than £30,000 for local causes — is pretty special.

“Our members put so much enthusiasm, time and energy into
everything we do, but we also couldn’t achieve these totals without
the fantastic support we receive from our audiences, families, friends
and local communities.

“The fact that we can have such a brilliant time singing together
while also helping organisations that make a genuine difference to local
people is really what Your Choir is all about.”

Now in its fifth year, Your Choir shows no signs of slowing down,
with more performances and community events ahead.

And after passing the £30,000 fundraising milestone, there’s every
reason to believe there will be plenty more to sing about in the future.

i\ West Norfolk community choir has plenty to sing about after

E. F. Snelling & Son
Boat and outboard - sales, service and repairs
Authorised dealers for
Yamaha outboard & Terhi boat

The Marine Centre

Main Road 01485 210381
Brancaster Staithe

King’s Lynn shop@efsmarinecentre.co.uk
Norfolk

PE31 8BP

Thornham Village Hall Chair appointed
Deputy Lieutenant of Norfolk

eyt -

i oor z [—

/Ihornham Villagé Hall & Playing Field has welcomed the

appointment of its Chair, Andrew Jamieson, as a Deputy
Lieutenant of Norfolk.

Andrew,who is pictured above with his wife Linda, chairs the Hall’s
Board of Trustees, and has a long-standing involvement in public and
community life in Norfolk. In his new role, he will support the Lord-
Lieutenant in representing the Crown and the Lieutenancy across the
county.

Andrew gives a huge amount of his time and energy to Thornham
Village Hall, working alongside fellow trustees and volunteers on
everything from its day-to-day operation to its longer-term future.

For the Hall, his appointment is therefore also an opportunity to
celebrate something that happens rather more quietly every day: the
contribution made by people who give their time to village halls,
charities, clubs and communities across Norfolk.

Andrew said: “It is a great honour to be appointed a Deputy
Lieutenant of Norfolk. I know from my own involvement with
Thornham Village Hall & Playing Field, just how much time, energy
and commitment people give to their communities, often without a
great deal of recognition.

“Village halls, charities, clubs and voluntary organisations play an
enormously important part in life across Norfolk, and I am very much
looking forward to supporting the Lord-Lieutenant and the
Lieutenancy in this new role.”

Sue Herbert, Vice Chair, at Thornham Village Hall & Playing Field,
said:“We are absolutely delighted for Andrew. He gives an
extraordinary amount of his time to Thornham Village Hall and brings
enormous energy and commitment to everything he does here.

“His appointment is richly deserved, but it also feels like a lovely
recognition of the wider spirit of community service that Andrew
represents and that we see among volunteers here at the Hall.”

Thornham Village Hall & Playing Field is a registered charity
serving Thornham and the wider North Norfolk coast. Run by a
volunteer Board of Trustees, with the support of many people from
across the local community, it provides facilities for community
activities, sport, entertainment and events throughout the year.

Handy Dan’s Home Maintenance

All aspects of home maintenance
undertaken.

No job too small just give me a call.

07788 816340
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SOLAR-POWER YOUR LIFE

Established 2008

West Norfolk Glass

© WINDOWS = DOORS » CONSERVATORIES

A trrind ety b sinees TR

Stay protected
~ with a police-
- approved door
T

ek Ko
“Good quality materials,
and good craftsmen.
What else could you

In-roof i Commercial
solutions mounted Installations

Solar Energy

At Affordable Prices Call 01553 763164 isit
4 O Visl

4 ial O Resi v v y

™ commercial (¥ Residential ™ Garden buildings [ Personal / portable w“mmlkgms_m-“k

SOLAR M=% Solar I - . Hereford Way
SHED Nation _ King's Lynn, _ INDEPENDENT
Wi salar-power. ook arfolk PE30 4JT NETWORK
AWARDS

0808 126 1289 -+ info@thesolarshed.co.uk

The Solar Shed, 67 Stow Read, Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalen, Norfolk, PE34 30)

IMAGINE YOUR NEW KITCHEN, BEDROOM OR BATHROOM

-F THE POSSIBILITIES AHE ENDLESS

WIS

GIVING YOU MORE FOR YOUR MONEY SINCE 2009

A full refurbishment on your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom.

Project managed from start to finish using one of our 5 teams of installers.
A change of doors, worktops, sink, tap and wall tiles using made to
measure doors creating a new look kitchen with less mess.

design and consultation service.
TRADE AND RETAIL as well as supply only available on all products. TRI

Unit 2, Laen Court, Horsley’s Fields, King’s Lynn, PE30 5DD | Tel: 01553 765575 ANGUA
Email: sales@triangliadesigns.co.uk | Web: www.triangliadesigns.co.uk
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Summer listening tour

Terry Jermy MP

ver the past few weeks, [
@ have been thrilled to hold

my annual  summer
listening tour, where I travel to as
many of South West Norfolk’s 72
villages over the summer to meet
with local residents.

This complements my year-
round work holding surgeries and
engagement events in Swaftham,
Downham Market and Thetford. I
am always pleased to be able to
meet with constituents in their
local community to discuss issues
of concern and talk about how I
can provide support, and also share
details of the work I have been
doing as your MP.

When 1 stood for election, 1
made clear my commitment to
being a constituency MP. Being
accessible is a key part of my work
and is something I am acutely
aware has not always been
afforded to us by my predecessor.
This was one of my motivations
for standing to be your MP and
was also front of mind when
building my constituency team.

I regularly share details about
the meetings I have with South
West Norfolk residents, charities,
community groups and businesses,
and the work I do in Parliament,
but a huge part of my work and

that of my team relates to casework
and direct support for local
residents.

Casework is when residents get
in touch, either in person at one of
my constituency advice surgeries,
at a local coffee morning or via
email with a matter that needs the
support of my office. It can range
from providing support to residents
in need of housing repairs, to
pushing Norfolk County Council
to reconsider a Blue Badge
application, to support farmers in
accessing Government schemes, to
securing appointments with local
health services, to discussing my
stance on a particular policy issue.

Much of this isn’t shareable
publicly but can be life-changing
for the people involved.

Casework is a crucial part of my
role, and the issues and matters my
team and I help to support and
address often highlight not only the
rural inequalities our area faces,
but the impact and
interconnectedness between the
difficulties facing our services and
situation today, and the decisions
and policies implemented going
back years and even decades.

Over the past few weeks, | have
held surgeries in Narborough,
Marham, North Pickenham, Ashill,

Tel: 01485 540620 email: editor@townandaround.net

Great Cressingham, Ashill, Great
Cressingham, Hilgay, Southery,
Wereham, Stoke Ferry, South

Lopham, Kenninghall, East
Harling, Foulden, Watlington,
Stow  Bardolph, Shouldham,

Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalen,
Marshland St James, Tilney St
Lawrence, Weeting, Feltwell,
Methwold, Northwold, Emneth,
Outwell, Upwell and Welney.

As is so often the case, many of
the conversations centered on how
our local services continue to cause
concern, particularly at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, which serves
the north of the constituency.
These concerns and constituency
casework formed a large part of
my recent meeting with Jo
Segasby, the Deputy Group Chief
Executive and Chief Delivery
Officer of the Norfolk and
Waveney University Hospitals
Group, which the QEH is part of.

Some of the challenges relate to
the building itself, which is why I
was delighted to attend the recent
ground-breaking ceremony for the
new multi-storey car park. This
represented a significant step
forward for healthcare in West
Norfolk as it will free up the land
needed to allow the construction of
the new £1.4 billion hospital to

take place.
Other key discussion points
included local planning issues and

how we can create the
communities we need for the
future, the environment and
climate change, adult social care,
immigration and asylum, support
for Palestine, business rates, anti-
social behaviour, and perhaps
unsurprisingly, given the national
news, plenty of residents were
praising the positive start made by
our new Prime Minister, Andy
Burnham.

Should you or someone you
know need support, please do
email me:
terry.jermy.mp@parliament.uk

Wild in Westminster and West Norfo

K

ver the summer there have been some great events taking place
@ in Hunstanton on the Green and around the coast. One of the

topics many people have raised with me has been the dire state
of the train service from Lynn. That dissatisfaction has been reflected in
my mailbag and when I have been out and about across North West
Norfolk.

Little wonder when 380 services on the Fen Line were cancelled in
July alone. Only one day - 27 July - saw no cancellations, although even
then 12 services were delayed by more than five minutes.

Weekend engineering closures and rail replacement services are
already disrupting journeys, but the daily uncertainty about whether a
train will run is causing huge inconvenience for commuters, people trying
to get to medical appointments, or simply wanting to enjoy a day out.

That’s why I met senior executives from Great Northern (GTR) and
Great British Railways (GBR) Anglia to demand urgent action to restore
reliable services on the King’s Lynn to London line following months of
disruption affecting passengers across North West Norfolk.

I met Emma Pickard, Chief Operating Officer of GTR, and Martin
Beable, Chief Operating Officer of GBR Anglia, to challenge both
organisations on the continued poor performance, the action being taken
to restore reliability, and how they will be held accountable for delivering
improvements.

Clearly the heatwaves we have been experiencing are causing real
issues. Recent disruption has been driven by a combination of factors
leading to soil moisture deficit causing the peat beneath sections of track
to shrink, requiring ongoing realignment and strengthening works, and
overhead power line issues which remain under investigation.

In terms of the trains, there have been fleet reliability issues on the
class 379s including air conditioning and safety camera faults.

Nonetheless, the current service is unacceptable, disrupting passengers,
and damaging the local economy. So I pressed GTR and Network Rail

to produce a clear improvement plan for the Fen Line, setting out how
they will address the route’s challenges and deliver a more reliable
service. I also called on GTR to consider discounts for rail replacement
services and ensure passengers’ delay repay claims are paid promptly.

Both companies apologised and set out their plans: new timetable
changes from 3 August which will reduce speeds on part of the line to
reduce damage to the track; new prioritisation of King’s Lynn services
rather than other services through Cambridge which previously
exacerbated delays or cancellations; work to improve the reliability of
the trains; and further infrastructure improvements to the line.

It is vital steps being taking to improve reliability of the trains and the
tracks are effective and we see sustained improvement. That’s what
matters to passengers and I will keep pressing GTR and Network Rail
until people in North West Norfolk get the reliable service they deserve.

James with Martin Beable, Chief Operating Officer of GBR Anglia and
Martin Darby, Senior Stakeholder Manager, GTR
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Campaigns

County Councillor Alexandra Kemp

County Division: Clenchwarton and King’s Lynn South, Norfolk County Council, including South Lynn, West
Lynn, Clenchwarton, West Winch, Setchey
Landline: 01553 630329 Mobile: 07920 286636

WEST LYNN FERRY

No More Delay, Fund it Today

ver 70 residents rallied to the cause at
@West Lynn Ferry Landing Steps on

Saturday 8 August, to ask Norfolk
County Council to do its bit for Lynn and fund
its share of the much-needed new West Lynn
Ferry Landing Stage. While light sparked on
the river in the glorious sunlight, residents
signed an emergency Petition, No More
Delay, Fund it Today. It's terrific value for
money, replacing an 80-year-old crumbling
strategic asset, with new infrastructure to last
120 years. It's about improving safety and
accessibility, access to work and local shops,
reducing congestion and reliance on the car,
Modal Shift, health and climate change,
supporting development, with value-for-
money Public Transport.

County has a public sector equality duty, as
Transport Authority, to help improve access
for older residents with disabilities. A resident
who has just had a hip replacement, said what
hard work it is, climbing up the current steep
concrete landing stage. Even more residents
will be able to use the Ferry again, when the
Landing Stage complies with the legal
gradient.

100 miles away, silence reigned at County
Hall as Officers were writing a " Value for
Money" report about the Ferry. The Reform
Administration is bankrolling the multi-
million pound overspend on Norwich Castle,
raiding the Highway and Fire Service budgets
to plug the gap, but pontificates about value
for money when it comes to contributing to
small, necessary projects that residents and the
economy are crying out for.

After all, the Ferry is Public Transport, just
like the Bus. The Ferry is more punctual,
more reliable, more frequent and much
quicker than the bus from the West side of the
Ouse into Lynn's town centre, as residents will
tell you. Take the Ferry into Lynn, avoid the
congestion and difficulty parking.

The Ferry runs continuously to and from
Ferry Lane in Lynn to Ferry Square in West
Lynn, during the rush hour, from 7-9am and
5-6 pm, and every half-hour, between the peak
times. The Bus is less frequent and only runs

" e . e
every half an hour but is unreliable due to
congestion and missing buses.

An extension to the Ferry Car Park, for a
Park and Sail, is in the Borough's pipeline.

West Lynn Ferry is the People's Transport,
part of our way of life for 800 years.
Connecting people to work and shops in the
town centre, transport to the pharmacy, health
care and education. A lifeline for residents
without cars. It boosts footfall and custom in
Lynn’s struggling retail economy.

Campaigning with residents, for a new
Landing Stage, since cracking in the concrete
became evident back in 2019, and following
my Transport Survey in West Lynn in 2023,
County and Borough went halves on a
feasibility study for a brand-new landing
stage. | pressed County and Borough to
equally share the cost of last year's emergency
repairs.

If Norfolk County Council understood the
local geography and the need, it would put up
the funding immediately. I have written to the
Leader of the County Council.

CARE HOMES
Norfolk County Council refuses Councillor
Call-In of Overseas Takeover over Norfolk
Care Homes
Question; Why is Norfolk County Council
investing £34 million in Norwich Castle
Museum, but nothing into the Council's Care

To give you the heads-up, I wrote a Call-In
for scrutiny of the County Cabinet Member
decision extending the Norse contracts just
until the completion of due diligence to sell
oft all 20 Norse Care Homes to an American
firm. The Call-In was supported by Green
County Cllrs Webb, Neale, Adams and Lib
Dem Clir Colwell. But County Hall refused
the Call-In.

The sale of all Norse Care homes could be
devastating to Norfolk, leading to higher fees,
potential cherrypicking, asset-stripping and
closures of Care Homes in areas that need
them, and represent extremely poor value for
money for Norfolk taxpayers. We won't know
until it's too late.

Remember the Incinerator contract the
Cabinet signed a decade ago, without proper
scrutiny, that turned out to be a terrible deal;
a casualty of not listening.

Reform claimed it would be more
transparent. Why isn't it stopping takeover of
Norfolk assets by an overseas firm? The loss
of control.

Will the sell-off lead to much higher fees
and financial impact on the new Unitary
Councils, when they place residents into care?

Who will take responsibility for the lack of
transparency, when Norfolk regrets the sell-
oft?

Mediaeval Baebes return to King’s Lynn in December

their Twelfth Moon concert series, they will be performing at St
Nicholas' Chapel on Wednesday 17th December.

Starting with song and dance, pomp and pageantry, a torchlit
procession will herald the start of this remarkable evening of
harmonious music, stories, poetry and theatre.

Performing tracks from their new and upcoming album The
Spinning Wheel, alongside well-known Christmas carols and
traditional folk songs, the classical chart-topping choir will further
captivate the audience with storytelling that uncovers the origins and

The Mediaeval Baebes are excited to announce that as part of

folklore behind the lyrics too.

Look out for a competition to win tickets to the concert in the

October issue of Town and Around!
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The Wolf Folk Club:

Twenty years plus and still howling
David Potter

strong. Originally meeting at Wolferton, the club rapidly gained
a reputation for encouraging and providing a friendly public
platform for all genres and abilities that could loosely described as
‘folk’ together with featured monthly special guest performers.
Growing from strength-to-strength matters came to a halt when
Covid hit and, in common with other similar venues, lockdown meant
shutdown.

The Wolf Folk Club started over 20 years ago and is still going

Emerging at last the club relocated to its current venue at the
Flitcham Village Social Centre and is now back to its original ethos
i.e. providing that friendly and encouraging eclectic platform to Sing
Say Play or just enjoy proceedings, not only for the experienced
performers but most certainly new and emerging ones too at all levels.

It's also gaining a wider reputation for welcoming the many visitors
to our area from all over the country and even from abroad to join our
regulars.

Meetings are now fortnightly on Thursdays and for the specific dates
and any other information you're most welcome to contact 07803
725583 or find us on Facebook at The Wolf Folk Club.

The go-Between

n Ist September at 7:30pm,
@Eastern Angles brings L.P.
Hartley's much-loved
classic The Go-Between to Kings
Lynn in a powerful new stage
adaptation by acclaimed playwright
Ben Musgrave. With an outstanding
professional company of seven
actors and directed by Jake Smith
this will the perfect start to the
forthcoming season of exciting
events for The Workshop at The Old
Library on London Road.
To book tickets simply go to
theworkshop.org.uk Ticket Price -
£20 (Concessions £15)

tastem ¥
Angles

Hunstanton Croquet Club
Zena Penty

Z j lub afternoons, which consist of 3 x 30 minute friendly games
of mixed ability golf croquet, continues to be very popular
despite some particularly hot days. The Tuesday evening

session introduced this season and casual play has given members

more flexibility to play friendly games and practice to improve their

game.

As usual August has been dommated by tournaments both internal
and various level national Association and Golf Croquet Competitions.
Most are handicapped which makes games particularly competitive,
often leading to an unpredictable outcome. Thank you to everyone
involved in making the tournaments enjoyable and efficient.

The hot weather has partially parched the lawns — making the ball
run very fast in places. Johnny Ives and the club volunteers have done
their very best to maintain them to a high standard.

Training sessions covering rules, faults and skills have been really
useful and thanks go to David Boxell, Club Coach and Simon Carter,
Club President for passing on their expertise.

For more information about the club see our website

www.hunstantoncroquetclub
See the News and Events page for tournament reports.

Demp se)!r) )y

Heating Ltd
HEATING & PLUMBING SPECIALISTS » GAS & OIL HEATING
BOILER SERVICING * AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS
BATHROOMS + KITCHENS

Your Local Experts - Great Service - Competitive Prices

Contact us today!
Honeywoll BVaillant AQUALISA velimans © mem glow - wor
01328 862189 www.dempseyheating.com

Edwards Road, Industrial Estate, Fakenham, NR21 8NL
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Sporting corner with Tim Keogh

Football round-up
fter a busy Summer of World Cup football the new season is
already upon us, with King’s Lynn Town and Heacham FC
having kickstarted their campaigns in the National Conference
League North and Thurlow Nunn Premier Division respectively.

King’s Lynn v Harborough Town Credit: Adrian Morton

On Saturday, 8th August, Paul Caddis’ new-look King’s Lynn side
opened their account with a 1-1 home draw against Harborough Town.
Newly promoted sides can often prove tricky opposition to overcome,
usually continuing the momentum from a successful previous season,
as Spalding Utd and Hebburn Town both showed with opening day
wins. Lynn were unlucky not to take an early lead, with the very
impressive Tom Scott hitting the post and Harborough keeper, Elliott
Taylor, in fine form. However, the visitors soon settled before they,
too, hit the woodwork and then took the lead through Riley O’Sullivan
with home keeper, Ronnie Hollingshead, found wanting.

Lynn player Jesse Nwabueze celebrates his goal
Credit: Adrian Morton

In the second half the Linnets began to impose themselves and found
a deserved equaliser through the lively Jesse Nwabueze. Despite being
the better side, Lynn had to make do with a point in the end in front of
over 1,500 spectators. A curate’s egg of a performance maybe, but there
are signs Lynn will improve on last season, although the expectation
of the Lynn faithful for a play off place is a big ask. New signing Ryan
Tunnicliffe looks like a coup and Lynn definitely missed the services
of the injured Ross Crane.

Heacham’s season began on the 25th July and they have already
played four matches. Two home league defeats against Soham Town
Rangers (5-1) and Downham Town (4-1) and an away loss at Harleston
Town (6-1), have left the Magpies bottom of the table. Granted, they
have not yet been able to field a full strength eleven yet, and there were
signs of improvement in their unlucky 2-1 FA Cup defeat at
Woodbridge Town, where they succumbed to a last minute goal.

-

Heacham FCv Soha Raners Credit Phi

Mark Hunter
Town & Around took some time out with Heacham manager, Mark
Hunter, to gain his insight and aspirations for the new season.
TK: What are your expectations for the coming season ?
MH: We want to win every match we play, but our main expectation

Gwilliam

is to focus entirely on building a consistent process of improvement.

At this level, you can’t look at the end of the road before you’ve
taken the first steps. The standard in the Thurlow Nunn Premier is
incredibly high, so the only realistic approach is to prepare
meticulously, demand total commitment on the training pitch, and stay
true to our identity through every 90 minutes.

TK: Any key new signings? Any others expected?

MH: The club works incredibly hard behind the scenes in this area,
but I don't like to talk about individual names. For me, the most
important thing is the profile of person we bring into this dressing
room. Our recruitment strategy is very straightforward: we focus
heavily on recruiting young talent. We had three new signings
completed at the start of the season who fit this mould exactly. We
target players who are coachable, open-minded, and hungry to
improve. When you bring in individuals with that specific drive, it
naturally elevates the whole group. We are, however, always keeping
an eye on the market, but anyone coming in has to fit that philosophy.
It's a development process, and it requires real patience from everyone
involved in that process, the player, the staff, the club and our
supporters .

TK: This is Heacham's third campaign at this level, do you feel the
younger players are acclimatising better each year to compete?

Cont’d on page 48
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They are adapting well, but football doesn't give you any favours
just because you’ve spent a couple of years in a division. Experience
isn't just about age; it's about understanding the tactical concepts,
managing spaces, and adjusting to the tempo of this league. We
probably play the most youth-focused team in the division, and the
younger players are showing a massive desire to learn, but we have to
remember they are still developing. To compete here consistently, they
have to continually learn and adapt their game to the needs of the
league. They are getting closer, absolutely, but you can't force the
natural timeline of a player's growth it’s a patient process.

TK: It's plainly been a tough start, but you have been hampered by
injuries and changes to the squad?

MH: It is what it is, and I refuse to use injuries or squad changes as
an excuse. In football, if you spend your time looking at who isn't here,
you lose focus on the players who are actually on the pitch. Over the
summer and early part of the season, some players have made
decisions to leave the club. We wish them well in their future football,
unless it is against us in a game!. But look, it opens the door for
someone else to step up and show they can adapt to our ideas. The
schedule is demanding and challenges happen to every club. We have
to find solutions through our collective structure.

TK: The league table already seems to be taking form in order of
those with a higher budget, how can you compete with the big
spenders?

MH: Money can buy top-tier talent—that’s just the reality of football
at every single tier. Additionally, our geographical position brings its
own unique set of travel and recruitment challenges given where we
are located on the coast. If we try to match the big spenders financially,
we lose before we start.

The football club and everything it has achieved and built over time
has an enormous value, and we must always remain sustainable We
focus entirely on what is within our control and means.

TK: It is a similar start to last season, where Heacham began to
improve in the Autumn and, particularly, after you joined. Can you see
a similar trend this season as you get to full strength?

MH: The past is great to look back on if'it’s favourable. It also offers
us experience, but it doesn't give us a single point today. Every season

has its own unique rhythm and its own specific challenges. Do I believe
we will improve? Yes, because I see how hard the squad works. But
it’s not a magical switch that automatically flips just because the
calendar changes to Autumn. It requires relentless work. As we get the
group fully up to speed, the internal competition for places will grow,
and that’s when real progression happens.

TK: Which players are going to be pivotal this campaign?

MH: The squad as a whole. The team is the only pivotal element. If
we rely on one or two individuals to save us, we will struggle. The
player who tracks back for his teammate, the player who drives energy
from the bench, the player who trains at 100% even when he's
frustrated—those are the pivotal players. Our strength comes strictly
from the collective group working together, not from isolated moments
of individual brilliance.

TK: Historically it has been one of the toughest divisions nationally
at this level. How far can you risk talent versus proven players who
are familiar playing at this level?

MH: That is the ultimate balance you have to find. Proven players
give you stability because they know the traps and physical demands
of this league, but raw talent brings an unpredictable energy. We can't
rely solely on one or another. Ultimately, player buy-in is absolutely
key to making any group work. My rule is simple: I don't look at a
player's resume or how many games they’ve played in this division. I
look at how they react when we lose the ball or when we issue advice
or instruction If a talented young player is coachable and hungry, he
plays. If an experienced player shows that same desire and mentality
he plays. The risk disappears when everyone on the pitch understands
our core principles.

I am very fortunate to have a very talented group of players that I
have the opportunity and pleasure of working with on a football pitch
and sharing a dressing room with. That’s our true club value.

The Anglian Combination and North West Norfolk Leagues do not
start until early September, where Dersingham Rovers and
Ingoldisthorpe FC will be looking to put in serious promotion
challenges in their respective divisions after missing out last year.
Snettisham FC have also re-formed and will be participating in the
NWNL this coming season.

Sporting corner with Tim Keogh

Snettisham Cricket Club on the verge of a Historic Treble

local senior teams have something still to play for with the final
programme of league games all scheduled for Saturday, 29th
August.
Snettisham Cricket Club are looking to make it an unprecedented
and historic treble with their 1st, 2nd and Women’s XIs all in serious
contention to win the title races in their respective divisions.

ii cracking cricket season is reaching a pulsating climax as all

Back row from left: Aaron Herbert, Damian Twiddy , Kieran Herbert
(C), James Hearmon, Jonathan Forder, Sachin Rathnayake
Front row from left): Richard Southgate, Jamie Wing, Gary Forder,
Jack Cotton, Danny Arnold. Credit lan Burt

The 1st XI remain in pole position in Division Four of the Norfolk

Cricket Alliance (NCA) with just three games to go. The destiny of
the title remains firmly in their own hands, although two tight losses
against Hethersett & Tas-Valley 2nds and Rocklands have left them
looking tentatively over their shoulder. A relatively favourable run in
should see them over the line.

B o nlls e

Credit lan Burt

Their 2nd XI also lead the way in Division One of the Norfolk
Cricket League (NCL) with three matches remaining. This is quite a
remarkable turnaround of their fortunes as they were bottom of the
table in May, struggling to find runs.

Not to be outdone, Snettisham Women are emulating their male
counterparts, topping the Shell UK Norfolk Women’s League. They
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are looking to retain the title they impressively won for the first time
last year. A key recent win over Horsford Women (Kath Johnson 40,
Ebony Palmer 3/5) means they now travel to bottom side Denver in
their final league outing of the season knowing a victory will secure
the honours which would cap off another fantastic season for Michelle
Knott and her cohorts.

In Division Two of the NCA, Bircham and Sandringham &
Dersingham 1st XIs have flattered to deceive this season after such
high expectations at the start of their campaigns, both surprisingly
finding themselves dragged into a relegation battle.

Bircham Team Photo
Back row from left: Kevin Crompton, Ned Coke, Michael Durrant,
Archie Case, Thomas King, Will Faulkner, Sam Witton
Front row from left: Sam Hyatt, Harry Ward, Liam Crompton (C),
Peter Matthews, John King. Credit lan Burt

On Saturday, 25th July, they faced one another in a crucial relegation
battle at Sandringham’s picturesque base, overlooked by Princess
Diana’s birthplace, Park House. Bircham opened the batting and
looked to be in trouble until Ned Coke’s 90 not out meant the visitors
set a respectable 172 target. Despite a late rally by the home side, Harry
Wards’s 4/28 thwarted any real threat by the hosts as Bircham ran out
convincing winners in the end by 69 runs.

Bircham also secured superb wins over Dereham (Sam Hyatt 76,
Pete Matthews 3/27) and Norwich 2nds (Pete Matthews 76 & 4/15)
recently but it has proven to be too little too late, whilst Sandringham
& Dersingham’s key victory over Topcroft (Chris Smith 4/12) has now

EAAA King’s Lynn Fundraising Group
By Trevor Dane, Volunteer

n 19 July, we attended an event at Stow Bridge Village Hall
@for fundraising and raising awareness of East Anglian Air
Ambulance. A total of £116.64 was raised. Thank you to
everyone who supported us!
We would also like to thank Carl, who recently has raised a fantastic
£1,402.70 from his 90th birthday celebration. Happy Birthday, Carl.

On 7 August, I attended a cheque presentation at Downham Market
Conservative Club for funds raised from the annual Phil Wood Golf
Day, which was held on 5 June at Middleton Golf Club. A brilliant
£4,048.09 was raised. We would like to thank Glen Bishop and Chris

Sandringham Team Photo (fielding) - Image 1
Back row from lefi: James Hurst, James Havers, Sanjula Alahakoon,
Chris Smith, Daniel Coggin, Callum Lee
Front row from left: James Hurst, Brad Tennent,
Lloyd Richmond (C), Jack Southgate, Darren Bunn. Credit lan Burt

given both sides some legroom over bottom side, Garboldisham 2nds,
alleviating any real relegation concerns.

Thornham CC 1st XI still have a very slim hope of promotion.
Connotations higher up the cricket pyramid system - where North
Runcton look likely to achieve promotion into the East Anglian
Premier League - mean the top two in each division might get
promoted. Thornham are presently 4th and know wins in their final
three fixtures could mathematically steal a second-place berth. All still
very much to play for.

They also have the Mid-Norfolk Sunday League Hunts County
Junior 20/20 Cup Final to look forward to where they will face
Norwich on Sunday, 6th September at Sprowston CC.

In Division Two of the NCL, Neil Irwin’s 5 wicket haul for
Sandringham 2nd XI against Norwich Association of Malayalees 2nds
impressed in a recent 7 wicket home win, securing their status at this
level next year.

In Division Three, Thornham 2nds (Peter Rose 58) overcame local
rivals Bircham 2nds (Shaun Fisher 73) in an exciting 13 run victory
which should guarantee a top half of the table finish, whilst Snettisham
3rds and Sandringham & Dersingham 3rds will go head-to-head on
the final day of the season in a potential wooden spoon decider.
Thorpe for their time and hard work in putting the event on again this
year. Our thanks also go to thank Lyn Thorpe, the golfers who took
part, Downham Market Conservative Club, those who generously
donated raffle prizes, and to everyone who supported the event.

Air Ambulance Week 7-13 September

Air Ambulance Week is the national week dedicated to raising
awareness and funds for the lifesaving work of the UK’s 21 Air
Ambulance charities. Organised by Air Ambulances UK, the national
charity supporting these services, this campaign highlights the vital
role air ambulance crews play in bringing emergency hospital care
directly to patients at the scene. Every year, air ambulance charities in
the UK collectively respond to over 50,000 emergency missions.

In 2025, your support enabled East Anglian Air Ambulance to treat
1,845 people. The charity carried out 1,573 taskings by helicopter and
1,165 by critical care car. The average cost of an East Anglian Air
Ambulance mission is £4,250, with the crew delivering advanced
critical care to people suffering life-threatening injuries or medical
emergencies — anytime, anywhere.

East Anglian Air Ambulance helicopters can carry: two pilots, up to
three clinicians and one patient.

With a cruising speed of around 140mph, the aircraft can cover 20
miles in under 10 minutes — getting critical care to the scene fast across
the 5,326 square miles we serve. 25 minutes to anywhere in East
Anglia with a range of 400 miles and a top speed of 167 mph.

King’s Lynn Fundraising Group can be contacted by emailing myself
or my colleague Terri trevordanel04@gmail.com
tfaye.100@gmail.com

East Anglia Air Ambulance general enquiries: 03450 669 999



50 Town & Around September 2026

Tel: 01485 540620 email: editor@townandaround.net

-4

Hunstanton Society

e are pleased to report that we have
arranged, or to be honest, almost
arranged a series of talks for the next
season. For our first talk taking place in just
about one month we shall be welcoming
Andrew Jamieson to the Heritage Centre to talk
about Drove Orchards — Then and Now. You
will all know that there have been a lot of things
going on at the orchards — there is now quite a
village siding onto the orchards full of shops,
restaurants etc providing some really good
quality products of many varieties.
We are certain that you will find this
particularly interesting.

Heritage Days

We are asking for extra help to open the
Heritage Centre for extended hours on the
Heritage Days on Friday 11 September and
Friday 18 September when the lighthouse is
open for tours. We plan to offer 'coffee and
cake' to the visitors of the lighthouse if they
come to the Heritage Centre between 1100 and
1600 so need some additional support to keep
the centre open and the kettle boiling. Jo and
Jane will be there to make the drinks but need
help with front of house. If you would prefer
to help at the lighthouse, either meeting or
greeting, or helping take people up to the top,
let us now and we will pass on your details. See
below for information about the Heritage Open
Day tours of the Lighthouse and Hunstanton
Hall.

Snettisham Quarry Tour

Andrew Murray arranged the visit to
Snettisham Quarry which was extremely
interesting, with a good number attending,
hearing about how the quarry came about, how
it operates and where the rock and stone is used.

The Quarry will be submitting a planning
application to extend the quarry in a northerly
direction (marked yellow in the overhead
photo). They will be seeking support. Without
this additional land, they will run out of

Carstone in just as few years.

They also showed us the land that has been
quarried but since been back filled and we were
pleasantly surprised how normal the reclaimed
land is.You would not have known that it had
been quarried.

BARRY SLEMMINGS

Our fossil person Barry has provided us with
a write up of what are his interests — much wider
than you might have thought, and not just
fossils.

Society members may be aware that Barry
Slemmings is our ‘fossil person’ and hosts our
weekly fossil events. He is also a general
historian with wide interests in military, naval,
aviation and architectural history.

As a medieval historian he provides
occasional free tours to visitors of English
Heritage sites such as Baconsthorpe Castle,
Castle Acre and Castle Rising. He is proposing
to host a guided tour of Castle Rising on Sunday
August 23 at 10 am. If you are an English
Heritage member site entry is free otherwise it
will be £5.25 or concessions at £4.40.

The site is essentially Norman but Barry’s
tour will look at the extant Roman material to
be found in the Saxon or early Norman church
within the castle grounds. He will also discuss

[ Hunstanton Society

Drove Orchards

Then and Now

an often repeated theory that Castle Rising is a
reworked Roman fort or Saxon burgh.

He says that if this first visit is successful he
would be willing to host a ‘church crawl’ in
September to take in South Creake parish
church and the little Norman church at
Waterden. This first is a soaring example of
English Gothic complete with angels in the
rafters and a statue of Charles I, King and
Martyr. The second is a neglected Norman gem
hidden down a country lane and only recently
renovated and reopened. The village itself is a
DMV - a Deserted Medieval Village. Only the
church and rectory remain today.

If'you are interested in the castle tour contact
Barry on barry.slembo@gmail.com

Solar Eclipse — 12th August 2026
Taken from Hunstanton through a collander.

Sizes and prices are on page 2.

Have 1 2ot your attention?

If you are a business owner and you’d like to advertise, we have space for you in Town and Around
This monthly magazine is distributed to the major supermarkets in North & West Norfolk.

Call 01485 540620 to book your space or email: editor@townandaround.net
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Looking for a Decorator?
Talk to us about our professional

touch to your home or business..

PAINTING

r\m
DECORATING
DOMESTIC f’ -

FURNITURE

07495 704151

Mann Made Developments Ltd

Free No Obligation Valuation & Estimation for

Extensions, Garages, New Build, Conversions
plus All Other Tasks including sampl
groundwork, brickweave, etc.

Family run business with over
30 years’ experience

Call anytime for your Free Quote
07798 723 287 or 01485 540 008

or email info@mannmadedevelopments.co.uk
www.mannmadedevelopments.co.uk
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Your Local Insurance Broker
making your money go further

One Call
£286.12

Call us on 01553 400399 for our best rates
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ADRIANFLUX

Insurance for the individual

Sandringham parkrun & 5K Your Way celebrated ‘LOVE WEST NORFOLK’

and the sun shining Sandringham

parkrun no. 244 celebrated 'Love West
Norfolk”. This year Love West Norfolk runs
from Wednesday 22 July to Saturday 22
August 2026, celebrating absolutely
everything that makes West Norfolk so special
and parkrun is very special!!. Saturday August
Ist was also the week that parkrun linked up
with 'S5k Your Way - Move Against Cancer'
group, which is for anyone living with or
beyond cancer, their family, friends, and
health professionals. If you know anyone
who might be interested in walking some, or
all of the Sk with this lovely friendly group,
please let them know that we meet the last
Saturday of every month. Maybe just come
along for cake and a natter with the group, you
can be sure of a warm welcome. The flag will
always be on display at the meeting point.
Very appropriate Ellie Hall was having a
charity bake sale, raising funds for Guy's
Cancer Charity for her London Marathon
pledge. A massive Thank You to all who
purchased or donated.

Parkrun cannot go ahead without our
helpers today we had 33 marvellous
volunteers ;Ruth O'Donnell and Sophie
Hanwell completed her 25 volunteering this
morning. Please consider volunteering email
Sandringham@parkrun.com or sign up on the
roster sheet if you would like to join our
sociable volunteer community.

A busy morning at Sandringham parkrun

S aturday Ist August with a gentle breeze

with 465 finishers, an enormous 172 first
timers to Sandringham and 20 first timers to
parkrun. The first four were all in close order
with the first three all first timers to
Sandringham led home by Johua
ENTWISTLE in a time of 17.30, in 2nd place
Thomas HARPER JM11-14 time 17.50, next
Oz WEDMORE 17.51 and a regular to
Sandringham Ben KEELEY 17.53. The first
lady was 8th overall another first timer to
Sandringham Ellie HARPER JW15-17 in a
time of 19.51. Highest age grade was Jane
MUNRO Hi Runners 82.01% and for the men
Thomas HARPER Bedford & Country AC
with a 79.53%. Forty-six finishers achieved a
PB and milestones were achieved by Gary
INGREY/ Alexander TAYLOR/ Louise
WRIGHT/ Alice KNAPTON/ Kayleigh
BENNIFER/ Iain WILSON/ Trish Kaye — 25,
Rebecca  KEELEY - 50,  Carol
ARMSTRONG - 200, Mark MERRIMAN —
300, Izzy BENNETT — 400 parkruns. An
excellent morning well done to everyone and
thank you for choosing Sandringham
International tourists from Singapore, other
tourists from far and wide Barry Island,
Newark, Nottingham, Market Harboro’, York,
East London, Blickling, Gillingham,
Aberdeenshire, Sutton, Bedford, Bracknell,
Barnsley, Manchester, Huntingdon, Warsop,
Coventry, Cumbria, Dunstable, Gateshead and
Farnham.

Photos by Sandringham parkrun event
director Sarah Byatt

WEST NORFOLY| =we

AVEWESTHOREE®
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Trinity Rotary Club of
King’s Lynn
Trinity’s New President for 2026

rinity Rotary welcomed a new

President for the Club. The handover

took place at King’s Lynn Golf club
over an excellent dinner. John Hardy handed
over the role to Dorothy Pulsford-Harris for
the year. John Hardy, looking back at his year,
commented on the strength of the Club and
the programme of activities carried out,
especially for youth services. “Our giant
Easter eggs were even more successful and
raised lots of money for schools and charities.
Charitable work continued well during the
year and many local and some international
charities benefitted. None of this would be
possible but for all the work and support of
members and friends of the Club for which I

am extremely grateful. It is now time to hand
the baton on to our new President Dorothy
Pusford-Harris, and I wish her a successful
and rewarding year.”

President Dorothy thanked John for his year
and confirmed her commitment to the work
carried out by the Club. “I Look forward to
the year but not forgetting the fun and
friendship we get from what we do. We will
be particularly looking to support local
charities and carry out our projects especially
with schools and colleges. We don’t forget
those suffering from the many disasters
abroad, such as in Ukraine, where we can
help.”

Any person interested in joining us and
helping in the community as well as having
some fun, please contact Malcolm Wood on
07710 762588 or
www.trinityrotarykingslynn.co.uk. You would
be most welcome.

John Thorpe (also a past President) handing
over the Presidents chain to
Dorothy Pulsford-Harris.

Mendelssohn’s proposed Norfolk visit
By Christopher Tew

n August 1846 Felix Mendelssohn enjoyed great success in
IBirmingham with his new oratorio “Elijah”. A year later the

committee of the Norfolk and Norwich Festival decided that they
too would like to commission a new choral work from him. They wrote
to the composer and his response was discussed by the committee
when drawing up plans for the 1848 Festival. This was reported at
length in the Norfolk News of 16th October 1847.

In his reply Mendelssohn mentioned that “he found it necessary to
rewrite a considerable portion of ‘Elijah” which was scarcely finished
at the time of the first performance. However flattered he might feel
by the proposal of the Norwich committee, he could not make a
positive promise to produce a work worthy of their acceptance by that
time.”

A second application was made, accompanied with an intimation
that “in case Dr Mendelssohn should not be able to produce a new
work, the committee contemplated the performance of his “Elijah” and
his “First Walpurgis Night”, accompanied with an earnest expression
of their desire that the composer would honour the festival by coming
to conduct his own music.”

There followed a portion of the composer’s reply: “I am afraid I
shall not be able to offer a new oratorio or sacred cantata for
performance next year, for although I have begun a new work of this
kind, I have the winter so entirely taken up with performances in
different parts of Germany, and with other occupations, that I shall not
be able to finish that work in time for your festival.

“But as you intend doing my ‘Elijah’, in that case, I have only to
say that it would afford me great pleasure if I could find the
opportunity of being present, and having something to conduct at such
a festival as yours, of which I always heard the most interesting and
brilliant accounts, and from which I may anticipate so great a musical
treat — Leipzig, 2nd October 1847.”

Sadly, the Norfolk project came to nothing as Mendelssohn suffered
a series of strokes in late October 1847 and died on 4th November,
aged only 38.

By coincidence, the same edition of the Norfolk News contained an
account of a dispute troubling some people in Norwich: whether the
Bishop of Norwich and his wife should have attended a concert given
by the celebrated Swedish singer Jenny Lind - ‘The Swedish
Nightingale’ - and then invited the singer to dine with them at the
Bishop’s Palace.

This was all too much for the Reverend E. Cobbold, a Norfolk vicar,
who had written that such fraternising was inappropriate, a strange
attitude from someone employed by the organisation responsible for
the great English choral tradition.

The friendship between the bishop’s family and Jenny Lind
developed. Two years later Jenny Lind returned to Norwich to give a
charity concert with all proceeds for the benefit of the city. The concert
raised £1,253 - equivalent today to £207,000 — and it was decided to
use the money to build the Jenny Lind Children’s Hospital which

opened in 1854.

Eventually the hospital was merged with the Norfolk and Norwich
Hospital, but Lind’s name continues with the Jenny Lind Children’s
Department and the Jenny Lind Paediatrics Theatres Complex. In the
spirit of Jenny Lind, young classical musicians from across Norfolk
have given concerts in recent years to raise money for the hospital.

But back to Mendelssohn, a dear and close friend of Jenny Lind.
After Mendelssohn's death, she wrote: "He was the only person who
brought fulfilment to my spirit, and almost as soon as I found him I
lost him again."

As at Norwich, Jenny Lind was equally generous in establishing the
Mendelssohn Scholarship Foundation in 1849. Today it is based in
London and continues to make awards to outstanding young
musicians.

PEELINGS Coaches
Festive Isle of Wight

Monday 30th November — Friday 4th December 2026
Staying at
Trouville Hotel

Festive Entertainment each evening
and scenic day trips on the island

£475.00 per person

(based on two sharing)

For more information please ring:

01328 701531
www.peelingscoaches.co.uk
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or All Your Plumbing & Central Heating Repairs
Maintenance & Installation |

_ | Plumbing Installations and Repa
"\ Central Heating Installation
* Underfloor Heating
 High Efficiency Condensing & Combi Boilers
* Heating System Power Flushing
-+ Unvented Hot & Cold Systems
- Servicing & Repairs to Gas & Oil Boilers
- Complete Bathroom Design, Installation &
Tiling Service, Wall Panelling Specialist -
1

) s s Northgate Precint, Hunstanton 01485 533968

www.pdbirdplumbingheatingbathrooms.co.uk - We're here to help you get the job done!
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Shoplifter Shot Dead in Kings Lynn (1821)

Russell Lyon

hop owners are so used nowadays to
Sshoplifting and petty thieving (not so

petty sometimes ) that many have to
make provision for daily losses by factoring
into their pricing structure a percentage cost
to help balance their losses due to theft. Too
many people think nothing of stealing and
pillaging from shops without apparent thought
for the consequences or the penalties if they
are caught. It was so different in the past.
Going back not so long ago to 1821
shoplifting was just as common but for one
shoplifter in Kings Lynn his thieving had fatal
consequences.

Henry Pond had a fabric shop at 39 High
Street which sold expensive items including
silk, linen, woollen curtains and clothing. It
is now the premises of Vision Express and the
present modern facade hides the horror which
took place there just over two hundred years
ago. Like most towns Kings Lynn had a
system of night watchmen patrols which
passed by the shop at 4.45am regular as
clockwork and you can presume the town
“ne’er do wells” knew their routine all too
well. Pond’s shop had a peculiarly vulnerable
weak spot which made it less secure than
some other premises. It had a fan light above
the front door and the thieves had exploited
that fact on two separate occasion. It was
quite high up but a thief could be easily lifted
by accomplices, break the window, reach
through and steal valuable silk handkerchiefs.
These were easily concealed and sold on
quickly.

The first time the shop was robbed and the
skylight broken was about two weeks before
the fatal shooting. Pond thought of an
ingenious plan to thwart future robbers. He
left the broken window unrepaired and
connected a handkerchief to a bell making a
crude alarm system. It did not work. Thieves
came again at just before 5.0am a week later
and the bell didn’t sound for some reason and
more stock was taken.

This thoroughly upset Mr Pond and he
decided that he would keep watch himself and
thwart any further theft from his property. His

plan nearly failed that fatal morning as he
overslept and stumbled down the stairs in a
hurry from his sleeping quarters just after
5.0am and he thought he was too late. He was
just going back to bed when he heard
footsteps outside that could only mean one
thing. Burglars! He grabbed his fowling gun
loaded with pellets suitable for bringing down
ducks and geese and let fly at an arm which
appeared just reaching through the broken
window. Just as he pulled the trigger the thief
altered the position of his arm to reach further
in and exposed his armpit. The pellets were
discharged into his oxter and the man fell
backwards out into the street bleeding
profusely from a severed aorta. His
accomplices didn’t wait to help their partner
in crime and ran for their lives perhaps
thinking they would be next. Henry Pond
when he opened his shop door found the
young man outside collapsed with blood
spilling all over the cobbles.

Henry Pond to his great credit didn’t run
away and hide — where would he go anyway?
He opened his shop door and did his best to
stop the bleeding. He carried the man into his
premises and tried to staunch the violent
haemorrhage but seeing his efforts were in
vain, ran for a doctor. The thief died very
quickly, bleeding to death and nothing could
be done. The man’s identity was quickly
established. He was a young man about
twenty years old and the known head of a
gang which were notorious in the town. He
was called Robert Roberson and he had been
tried and convicted before for various petty
crimes and had turned Kings Evidence on an
accomplice to get leniency. His friend was
sentenced to deportation to Australia while
Roberson got off after giving evidence against
his partner in crime. There was little sympathy
despite his young age from the town’s people
who were thoroughly fed up with the gang’s
tyrannies especially when it was learned
Roberson had grassed on a friend but still
carried on his bad ways.

At the inquest held in the Queens Head, the
authorities suspected that the thief must have

i ==

VisionExpress #
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had accomplices as the window was too high
to reach without being hoisted but as far as we
know none came forward — why would they?
Two were arrested but without evidence they
were released without charge.

The case went to the Quarter sessions and
a jury of town’s people recorded the death as
justifiable homicide. This meant that in the
jury’s opinion they believed that Pond had not
intended to kill Roberson but had merely
intended to wound and capture the thief. One
wonders what a modern jury would make of
the verdict now.

Then it was thought that it was legally
defensible (however accidental)to take a
human life in these circumstances. Quite the
effect of the shooting would have had on Pond
is unknown as history is silent on the matter
although we do know he continued to trade
from the premises and normal life continued.
His daughter Maria was christened in 1824
and by 1841 he relocated his business to
bigger premises at 76 and 77 High Street. But
once you know what happened just outside
the Vision Express shop in the High Street
even now as you pass by it’s an image that’s
hard to forget. I wonder if the body of the
dying man on the cobbles outside his shop
ever troubled Henry Pond and did he have any
remorse for his action? Perhaps not as for
Pond, life carried on as normal.

Probus Club visit Magpie Centre

n 12th August a group of members and friends of the Probus
Q Club of King’s Lynn visited the Riding for the Disabled’s

Stables at the Magpie Centre, Wallington Hall, Runcton

Holme.

The Staff told them about the history and present situation of the
Centre, followed by a tour of the Centre and the indoor riding arena
and explained how the Centre caters for a large number of people, with
various problems, every week. Even with 70 plus volunteers, it cost
over £7,000 per week to maintain the Centre and the services it
provides. There are currently 11 horses and ponies but because the
carriage driving is now so popular, there is an urgent need for a suitable

horse to pull the carriages.

At the end of the tour, the group enjoyed ‘tea and cakes with a pony
— 20 years old Pebbles — who apparently ‘eats for England’! The
Probus Club then donated £250 towards the Centre’s funds.

Anyone interested in joining the Club can contact Bob on 01553
617374, Alan on 01553 672837 or Ivan on 01553 670228

}

The photograph shows Centre volunteers Scilla and Jan with Probus
Club President, Bob Ward (centre), Vice President Alan Porter (right)
and Secretary, Ivan Jordan (left).
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s, A HUNSTANTON CONSERVATIVE CLUB

The Club is open Monday to Saturday 10am -11pm
Sunday 11am -11p

Simply CooKit

Meals served from Monday to Saturday 12 noon until 2.00 p.m.
A selection of special meals are available each day.
Sundays - 2 course Roast Lunch.

Salurday 8h  Spedal Bingo
Monday T8 Coffee and Brandy
Salurday 1287 Music Night with Mschied

For more information - see our Facebook page
Regular Events
Mondays: 10th & 24th U3A Spanish
Mondays: Strength and Balance Class 4.30pm.
Tuesdays: Seated Yoga 12.45pm -1.30pm. Cash Bingo 7.30pm.
Wednesdays: Scrabble 10am, U3A Chess 10am, Whist Drive 7pm

Thursdays: Strength and Balance Class 1.00pm.
Fridays: Prize Raffle 1pm. Cash Bingo at 7.30pm.

Saturdays : 'Open the Box' draw at 1pm.
U3A Yoga: Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

www.hunstantonconservativeclub.co.uk
24 High Street, Hunstanton PE36 5AF
T:01485 532462 et coilbos

T
A

HUNSTANTON

DENTAL LABORATORY

For Emergency Denture Repairs
Call: 01485 533 388

\_ MKE TODAY A GREA‘I‘DQ- |

Wells next the Sea«
= 01328 711333

hemitagehousecare.org.uk

For all your denture repairs come and see us in
our new, larger, Dental Laboratory at:

6 Le Strange Terrace, Hunstanton PE36 5AJ
j-asman@yahoo.co.uk
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Runners Set to Take on the 2026 Round Norfolk Relay in Support of EAAA

Jeremy Navrady

7 W ver a thousand runners from across
\ Norfolk and beyond are preparing to
\__ take on one of the county's most iconic

endurance running events as the Round

Norfolk Relay 2026 returns on the weekend

of 12—13 September 2026, with fundraising

once again supporting the East Anglian Air

Ambulance (EAAA).

The Round Norfolk Relay is a unique 200-
mile team relay race, split into 17 stages
around the county, bringing together running
clubs, volunteers and supporters for a

weekend that celebrates teamwork, resilience
and community spirit. Since its inception in
1987, the event has become one of the UK's
most respected relay races. This year the event
welcomes over 60 teams from Norfolk and
surrounding counties.

This year's charity partner is once again the
East Anglian Air Ambulance, with organisers
encouraging participants and supporters to
help raise £4,250—the average cost of a
single life-saving emergency mission. Every
donation will help EAAA continue providing
advanced critical care across Norfolk, Suffolk,
Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire, 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year.

The partnership highlights the vital role the
charity plays in saving lives across the region.
EAAA's specialist doctors, critical care
paramedics and pilots respond to an average
of eight critical emergencies every day,
delivering advanced treatment at the scene of
serious incidents before patients reach
hospital.

Event organisers are encouraging local
businesses, residents and spectators to support
the fundraising effort by donating online or

giving along the route during the event
weekend. Every contribution, large or small,
will help ensure the charity can continue
delivering rapid emergency care when every
second counts.

As runners pass through towns, villages and
coastal communities across Norfolk, the relay
promises another memorable weekend of
determination, camaraderie and community
fundraising—all united by a shared
commitment to supporting one of East

Anglia's most essential emergency services.

Martin Ive, Race Director of the Round
Norfolk Relay, said: "The East Anglian Air
Ambulance is a charity that touches the lives
of so many people across Norfolk. We are
honoured to support them through the 2026
Round Norfolk Relay. The event has always
celebrated teamwork and community spirit,
and this year we're asking everyone to get
behind our fundraising efforts to help keep
this essential service flying."

BE R\l BEANS

GILF ', ARD

E}DEE.

are they?

Armchair Sports Trivia

T )/ in a delicious afternoon tea for two (worth £19.95 pp, total
\V/ £39.90) courtesy of Berni Beans.

QUESTION: Only three players in history have scored a hat-trick in the

Premier League, the FA Cup, AND the UEFA Champions League, who

ANSWERS TO: editor@townandaround.net

or by post to: The Editor, Town & Around,

Unit 1 Marea Farm, School Rd, Heacham, King's Lynn PE31 7DH
Please note we do not accept entries by any social media channels or text.
CLOSING DATE 15.09.2026.

Last month’s question was: Which team’s stadium has the lowest altitude
in professional English football? The answer is Grimsby Town (Blundell
Park). Simon Duval from North Wootton is the luck winner.
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= q SARAH SENDERSKI
ﬁ b PERSONAL TRAINER
CARPENTRY & LOCKSMITHS

Personal training sessions on a 1-to-1 basis
or in small groups

UPCV window & door repairs | Garage door repairs Online training plans, specialising in triathlon coaching
Misted unit & glazing repairs Based in Hunstanton, covering the North Norfolk Coast
and King's Lynn
Kitchen, bedroom & bathrooms sarahsenderskipt.co.uk
Extensmns, conversions & renovations Sarah.senderski@gmail.com
Contact Richard Brown 07795 524301 (24HTr) Instagram: @coach_roan_totaltri
info@rkb247.co.uk | www.rkb247.co.uk 07835 808314
Gary Kite — Fullers Body Repair Centre
’ Established 1973
Computer
i
= EXPERIENCE *
Services Unit 10
Cheney Crescent
Sales | Upgrades | Repairs | Home Calls for Tuition umz
Broadband Installations | General PC Maintenance PE3I 78T
T: 01485 570799

€: beautifulbodies@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: Gary on 07775 512 485 or 01485 544 606

gary@garykitecomputerservices.com

Free Estimates - Resprays - Accident Repairs
Corrosion Repairs - Insurance Approved

SR Life in full flavour

e

Oakhouse Delicious frozen meals
| delivered to you

Softer Foods
Range

Over 60 dishes
suitable for a Level
4 Puréed, Level 5
Minced & Moist and

We understand everyone has Level 6 Soft &
different tastes, so our aim is to have Bite-Sized diet.
something perfect, just for you, within
our range of over 300 dishes.

Pick from a wide range of comforting
meals including delicious breakfast,
lunch and dinner options as well as

mini meals and desserts.

Made to home-
cooked standards,

All these delicious dishes will be they are tasty, full
brought directly to your door by a of flavour, and are
friendly, local, reliable delivery driver. | perfect for any meal

occasion throughout
¥ Trustpilot EIEIEIEIE the'whole day.

. Call us today to request your Oakhouse
OVER No FREE Foods or It's Made For You brochure

300  woorder | delivery [ 1379 870 117 4

MEALS | need! £30 or more oakhousefoods.co.uk
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A look ahead to the new season at \Westacre Theatre

Liz Brewer

his summer has been a celebration of creativity in every sense

and, quite simply, the best season Westacre has ever had. From

the actors and musicians who brought our stories to life, to our
dedicated volunteers, technicians, front-of-house team and supporters,
every production has been a true labour of love. We're especially grateful
to the remarkable team who lovingly designed and handcrafted the
beautiful costumes for our Summer Season - every stitch, every detail,
every splash of colour helped transport audiences into another world.

We're also incredibly proud of this year's Bursary Company. Their
enthusiasm, commitment and talent filled every rehearsal room and
performance with energy and joy, and watching emerging artists grow
in confidence on our stage remains one of the greatest privileges of what
we do.

Images from
Sense and Sensibility

If you gave towards our outdoor Theatre Tent campaign, sponsored a
tent pole, or simply bought a ticket: thank you. Because of you, live
music by the lake and extraordinary drama unfolding under canvas
happened again this year, and Norfolk's best-loved outdoor theatre stayed
standing.

A hard truth, honestly told

We won't pretend it's easy. This year we've applied to more than
twenty funding pots, from £2,500 to £200,000, and so far we've been
successful with two - £4,000 from the Geoffrey Watling Charity and
£1,000 from the Suffolk & Norfolk Community Fund, which helped us
give free theatre tickets to young people who'd never set foot in a theatre
before. It costs £160,000 a year simply to keep our doors open, before a
single ticket is sold. Every "no" still costs us the weeks it took to apply
- but every "yes", however small, keeps the lights on and the stage lit.

Ditch Netflix - the best seat in the house is here

And that's exactly why we're so excited about what's coming. As the
evenings draw in, we won't be hibernating - quite the opposite. Our fire
will be lit in the foyer, our small yet mighty Studio will be glowing, and
there’s no better reason to leave the sofa behind than an evening of
outstanding theatre on our doorstep.

Christmas brings something truly special: a proper, story-led, magical
adaptation of Cinderella by Philip Wilson. Forget the pantomime clichés,

www.westacretheatre.com Box Office: 01760 755 007 Email: admin@westacretheatre.com

this is an ending that gives Cinderella far more say in her own story. Our
much-loved friends The Pantaloons simply can't stay away, returning
twice this season: their gloriously bonkers Twelfth Night this September,
then the riotously funny Every Christmas Movie Ever! in December.
Harold Pinter fans won't want to miss our in-house Pint Size Pinter, while
fresh from the Edinburgh Fringe, our Off the Fringe Double Bill brings
two outstanding comedy shows - the perfect alternative to another
evening at the local.

We're also thrilled to welcome touring companies A Brief Case of
Crazy (Shoddy Theatre), the part-play, part-magic spectacle The Final
Secret of Lazarus Drauger, and Sister Queens from Play On Words.
Families are well catered for too, with our frightfully fun Monster Mash-
Up during October half-term, alongside creative workshops, our youth
theatre programme, 40 in the Foyer fundraising evenings, craft fairs,
quiz nights, Author's Hour and much more.

As always, we're a small theatre - which means performances sell
quickly. Gather your friends, choose your favourites and book early;
we'd hate for you to miss the best seats in the house.

Looking ahead

With the tent secured for another year, we're now turning our attention
indoors, to a project we've dreamed of for years: extending our Studio
Theatre seating from 83 to 120. That number changes what Westacre
can be - whole primary school year groups welcomed instead of turned
away, larger touring companies able to visit, and better accessibility for
performers and audiences alike.

None of it happens without you. So, huge thanks for buying tickets,
spreading the word, volunteering your time, and believing in what this
small rural theatre can achieve. As we leave the lakeside and move back
indoors, we promise another season filled with imagination, laughter,
surprises and stories that bring people together.

We can't wait to welcome you back.

Box Office | 01760 755 007

Inspiring audie

| f' \ / \ / ESTACRE

THEATRE

Inspiring audiences since 1988

westacretheatre.com

o
‘ ‘ WWW.WESTACRETHEATRE.COM

THEATRE ALL YEAR ROUND

0O®0

“A super professional Theatre! A rare gem set in such a gorgeous setting.”
What's on in September
TWELFTH NIGHT
The critically-acclaimed Pantaloons Theatre Company present
their own brand of Shakespearean mayhem.
Saturday 19th September, 3pm & 7:30pm
Tickets £20 | Under 21s £10

NT LIVE - THE MISANTHROPE
Award-winner Sandra Oh plays the title role in this razor-sharp
reimagining of Moliére's classic dark comedy.
Tuesday 22nd September, 7Tpm
All tickets £14

Find Us
River Road, West Acre, Norfolk PE32 1UA

et In Towch
admin@westacretheatre.com
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STUDIO @ 55 .

Discover your creative side

Join a course in Pottery,

Clay Modelling, Sculpture ;
PAYING TOO MUCH FOR YOUR .

HOME OR BUSINESS _ with Armatures, Soapstone

WANT SOMETHING CHEAPER Carving or Linocut.

oﬂ%ﬂs RELIABLE?
QR JUSTLOOKING FOR WIDER Contact me for more mformahon:

Esther Boehm ¢ 21 High Street, Heacham, PE31 7ER
www.studioatbs.com ¢ esther@studioat55.com

Phone 01485 779691 « 07538 986235

Broadband

S " A" ROLLER, VERTICAL, HO

RuralBroadband.couk | AND VENETIAN BLINDS

Tel 01485 518018 or 07760 462 788
to arrange a visit & free no obligation quotation &
or e-mail: simonleverett@btinternet.com
WHY PAY HIGH STREET PRICES?

QIFFICULTY HEARING?

(V) Free hearing test
(V! Free hearing aid trial

(v Home visits available
(v/ Easy parking

@l Local Independent hearing care

@ Latest discreet & invisible hearing aids
@ Rechargeable - no more batteries

Qﬁ Wax removal service
Personalised care plans

Your numer one choice for hearing care!

101 High Street, King’s Lynn, Norfolk PE30 1BW

SOUND ADVICE 01553 760250

hearing centre www.soundadvicehearing.co.uk
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North Norfolk Coast shopping, food & drink

Crreat HHe shopping precinet with good mix of shops. Well workh a visH’

BURNHAM DEEPDALl’:-
ShOPPinS & CCI‘FE—

Tel: 01485 210305 www.dalegatemarket.co.uk

The Arts Society King’s Lynn

he Arts Society King’s

Lynn begins the 2026-27

season on Thursday 10
September 2026 when they
welcome James Smallwood give
a talk on The Life land Work of
William Moorcroft.

James Smallwood has an
established and successful
lecturing career speaking to
gardening and horticultural
groups and at  Royal
Horticultural Society shows and
events on a number of gardening
topics. He has been a keen :
collector of Moorcroft pottery for over 30 years and has an extensive
collection. These are primarily examples of William Moorcroft’s early
work dating back to 1897 and he takes some of these pieces with him
to illustrate his talks. He has been a member of the Moorcroft
Collectors’ Club for a number of years and is fortunate to have two
former employees of the pottery amongst his friends. He has visited
the pottery on a number of occasions and has an in depth knowledge
of past and present processes of manufacture. He is in regular contact
with Moorcroft and has generously been given access to their archive
material.

William Moorcroft 1872 — 1945 was brought up in the back streets
of Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent. He knew tragedy from an early age losing
his sister when he was 8, his mother a year later and his father when
he was just 12. Perhaps it was this tragic upbringing that helped
develop his strength of character and resilience that saw him establish
himself as the most accomplished studio potter of recent times.

Important: There is a change of venue for this lecture due to roof
repairs at West Winch Village Hall. The venue is South Lynn
Community Centre, 10 St Michael’s Road, King’s Lynn, PE30 SHE

The talk starts at 2.30pm. TASKL meets once a month on the second
Thursday from September to May and anyone is welcome to become
a member.

The annual subscription is just £60 or you can go along to individual
talks as a guest for £10. Anyone interested in finding out more about
TASKL can visit their website at www.theartssocietykingslynn.org.uk
or to join the Society contact the membership secretary on 01760
724823 or via email at info@theartssocietykingslynn.org.uk.

EJB |
«PLUMBING & BATHROOMS

N EABING & BATHROOM REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS -
E ALY EXPERIENCED | ALL WORK FULLY-GUARANTEED

Deepdale Festival

Thursday 24th to Sunday 27th September 2026

eepdale Camping & Rooms hosts a small but perfectly formed
DMusic Festival with a Heart of Folk across 3 stages on the last

weekend of September. The Brick Barn, Orchard Stage &
Courtyard will host more than 40 superb acts.

Chris, our festival director, has put together another superb lineup.
We are hugely proud of the high-quality acts that come to perform at
Deepdale Festival, thank you to them all for choosing to play our
stages.

Deepdale Festival 2026 will be our 8th annual music festival.

The dates are set, limited day tickets are available, the programme
is partially announced, and you can book your accommodation.

We hope you'll join us for a brilliant weekend of music including -
Hope & Social - Noble Jacks - Kathryn Roberts & Sean Lakeman -
Sam Kelly & The Lost Boys - The Shackleton Trio - 3 Daft Monkeys
- Blackbeard’s Tea Party - Christina Alden & Alex Patterson - Floral
Image - Honey & The Bear - Neev - Wilswood Buoys - Brian Stone &
The Masters of None - Detta Kenzie - Langkamer - The Rabbitts

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/102309

HDFA final project completed

Ann McKimm
The HDFA is happy to announce that

the last panel of ceramic tiles painted

by local people, children and §
holiday visitors is now up on the seafront. i
This is the last project from the Hunstanton %ﬂ x
and District Festival of Arts who finished |
last December after their grant had been
removed by Kings Lynn Borough Council. _

The HDFA had been serving Hunstanton
since 1942 when it was formed during the
war years to keep Art alive in Hunstanton
and its Surrounding areas. It started with a | - :
Concert and later formed the local Drama . A4 A
Festival of one act plays , a Community & s
Pantomime Robin Hood (Norfolk Style ) T ﬂﬁm
in 2010,Many Art exhibitions and the w ' S
Hunstanton Music Festival which is still = - ]
running.

The Ceramic tile project was thought up by Artist Kate Dunbar in
2012 who was then a member of the Committee and began with
workshops in local primary schools with children painting their
thoughts about Queen Elizabeth 2nds Diamond jubilee. Many
colourful and imaginative designs appeared including Corgis on the
beach and royal jewelry. All were signed by their creators. There are 9
panels in all, each containing 90 tiles.

Later designs included Norfolk Wildlife panels containing birds and
animals found in the area and these were painted by local residents
and visitors .Next came Wildflowers and later Sea life and local
memories. There was also an impressive Mural panel of a ship at sea
designed by Smithdon High School students. .Most of the tiles are
signed by their designers and will be up on the sea wall for many
generations to come and enjoy.

You can find them down on the Seafront on the North prom next to
the road down to the ice cream kiosk and under the beach huts and
they brighten up a what was once a very drab wall.

We, the HDFA thank everyone who took part in this scheme and
hope they will remind everyone of some very happy times painting
tiles by the sea in beautiful Hunstanton.

-
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Party .
Nights “.

£42 2 COURSES OR £55 3 COURSES &

INCLUDES CRACKER AND NOVELTIES

Arrive from 7pm and sit down at 7.30pm. Resident DJ from
9pm. Carriages at Midnight. Stay the night at a special rate of
£115 BB based on 2 guests sharing — upgrades apply.

Scan QR code to see our Christmas Brochure.

In the mean time, why not pop down for some the|0dge hunstanton.co.uk
stunning food? Scan the code to book now! Hotel & Bar

West Norfolk's C— J’[l
All-in-One Property N 13

Maintenance Provider

IVY BUILD

and Property Maintenance

I Complete Renovations @
Leaky roof, damaged walls, or need i Project Management @

a refresh? lvy Build and Property _ Bathrooms & Kitchens @
Maintenance in King's Lynn handles _ [/ Extensions &
everything from small fixes to e Brickwork @
full renovations with reliable, N Roofing Services @

high-quality workmanship. Get & - 1 Electrical @
in touch today to get your y . 4 Decoration &
property back in top shape. . ' Plumbing @

Carpentry @

Peace of mind, all year round @

Your property deserves the best,
trust Ivy Build and Property Maintenance

gary@ivyproperty.co.uk | ivyproperty.co.uk | 01553 776 5II

© 0
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In The Limelight

[~ lhe hazy days of summer are lingering behind us as we venture
W ( forward into Autumn. The town loaded with visitors is not to be
J L taken for granted, because it reminds us of how lucky we are to

have the seaside and the attractions here on our doorstep.

Looking back at this season’s Seaside Summer Special. That’s
Entertainment Productions and the Theatre would like to thank all our
audiences. By supporting shows like this we are keeping live
entertainment and variety alive.

Huge thanks to this year’s Sponsors. Lovell Homes — Lavender Chase.
I took the cast up to see the utterly gorgeous show homes. They are next
level fantastic, beautifully positioned and well worth looking around.
We were all impressed and I almost talked the cast to moving to
Hunstanton! Finally, a big congratulations to our Cast, Crew and
Rollason Stage School for all your hard work. Collectively you have
been an inspiration and joy to work with and a huge part of the Princess
Theatre family.

The show will be back next season, so make sure to book and see what
we bring to the stage next year. As always, bigger and better. As with
the annual Panto we hold a bucket collection at the end of every show
for EACH, East Anglia Children’s Hospice. After our final show on the
2nd September, we will be able to report the fund raised to EACH. Thank
you for all donations thus far.

Talking of Charity, The Princess Macmillan Coffee morning is a little
earlier this year on Friday 11th September. 10am — 2pm. Homemade
cakes, tea, coffee and plenty of fundraising fun, including our 100 Prize
Tombola, Grand Raffle and Guess Teddy's Birthday.

Raffle tickets (£1 per strip) are available now from the Box Office.

We begin the month on Wednesday 2nd September with the final
performance of our much-loved Great British Seaside Summer Special.
On Saturday 5th September, rock fans can enjoy ZZ TOPPD, followed
by the legendary Herman's Hermits on Sunday 6th September.

Irish folk favourites The Kilkenny’s take to the stage on Thursday
10th September, before the iconic show The Drifters arrives on Saturday
12th September. The following day, Sunday 13th September, relive the
sounds of the Ska revival with Too Much Too Young — The Story of 2
Tone & Beyond.

Prepare to be amazed on Thursday 17th September as Wonders Of
Our Universe — The Next Chapter takes you on a breathtaking journey
through space and time. Then, on Saturday 19th September, experience
the music of Phil Collins with the spectacular In The Air Tonight.

As the month draws to a close, enjoy the soulful sounds of The Music
of Motown by Candlelight on Friday 25th September, followed by The
Manfreds on Saturday 26th September. We round off September in style
with The Stars of the Irish Country Show on Sunday 27th September,
bringing another month of outstanding entertainment to a fitting close.

THE AVERAGE

WONBERS OF
IVERSE

OUR UN

THE NEXT C@HAPTER

-

Calling all musical theatre fans! Live musicals don't come along too
often on this stretch of the coast, so don't miss The Picture of Dorian
Gray — The Musical on Thursday 22nd October — perfectly timed for the
haunting atmosphere of late October.

Based on Oscar Wilde's classic 1890 novel, this brand-new musical
follows the story of Dorian Gray, a young man granted eternal youth
while his portrait bears the consequences of his increasingly dark and
immoral life. Inspired by the powerful sung-through musicals of the
1970s and 1980s, this dramatic production promises a haunting score,
classic staging and an unforgettable evening at the theatre.

y Plb G

DURIAN

GRAY

The excitement is building as our pantomime cast join us this month
for the official press launch of Cinderella. It’s always a special occasion
and marks the beginning of the magic of panto at the Princess Theatre.
With the enchanting story of Cinderella taking to our stage this festive
season, we can't wait to share more with you over the coming months.

Did you know that Cinderella is also known as The Little Glass
Slipper? The story has existed for centuries, with versions dating back
to Ancient Greece, before later being retold by the Brothers Grimm.
Their version was considerably darker than the heart-warming rags-to-
riches tale we know and love today.

The first theatrical production of Cinderella was staged at Drury Lane,
London, in 1804. Described as "A New Grand Allegorical Pantomimic
Spectacle", it was very different from the family pantomime audiences
enjoy today, but it laid the foundations for one of Britain's best-loved
festive traditions.

Over the years, Cinderella has inspired countless stage musicals.
Rodgers and Hammerstein created the much-loved Broadway version,
while more recently Andrew Lloyd Webber's Cinderella premiered in
London's West End before transferring to Broadway under the title Bad
Cinderella. Today, audiences can also spot Cinderella's story woven into
the acclaimed musical Into the Woods, which cleverly intertwines several
Brothers Grimm fairy tales.

Of course, Cinderella's magic hasn't been confined to the stage. Walt
Disney's 1950 animated classic introduced the story to generations of
families around the world, while for many, The Slipper and the Rose
remains the definitive film adaptation. Starring Gemma Craven, Richard
Chamberlain and Annette Crosbie, the 1976 musical film captured the
romance and charm of the fairy tale in a way that still resonates today.

It's remarkable to think that one story has travelled through so many
centuries, cultures and art forms and this Christmas, we're delighted to
bring our own magical version of Cinderella to the Princess Theatre
stage.

. i ’ i . +
THE FAIRY GODMOTHER OF ALL PANTOMIMES

YOU'RE INVITED TO THE MOST MAGICAL PANTOMIME OF THEM ALL
AT THE PRINCESS THEATRE IN 2026!

With the evenings drawing in, there's no better time to enjoy live
entertainment. Pop in, call the box office, take time to peruse the shows
we have online, join as a Friend of the Princess with our super
membership offer or book tickets as a group? We are always happy to
assist.

Thank you for booking your seats at the Little Theatre with Big
Shows!

Anna
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

@ Hunstanton RUNE

EyeCare | Audiology COH\\--"H{\_--’

Clinical Innovation - Independent Brands - Exemplary Customer Care

01485 532326 | 44 Church St, Hunstanton PE36 5HD | www.eyecarenorfolk.co.uk



WEDNESDAY 2ND SEASIDE SUMMER SPECIAL

SATURDAY 5TH ZZ TOPPD

SUNDAY 6TH HERMANS HERMITS

THURSDAY 10TH THE KILKENNYS

SATURDAY 12TH THE DRIFTERS

SUNDAY 13TH TOO MUCH TOO YOUNG — THE STORY OF 2 TONE & BEYOND
THURSDAY 17TH WONDERS OF OUR UNIVERSE—THE NEXT CHAPTER
SATURDAY 19TH IN THE AIR TONIGHT

FRIDAY 25TH THE MUSIC OF MOTOWN BY CANDLELIGHT
SATURDAY 26TH THE MANFREDS

SUNDAY 27TH THE STARS OF THE IRISH COUNTY SHOW

" mﬁ&k.a&manunmcmmu

Prineess: - ~" BTHE UK'S NO.1 TRIBUTE TO ZZ TOP
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SEAN WILSON, STEPHEN SMYTH

Book to experience some great shows or come along to
sip and savour a beautiful view or catch a sunny hunny
sunset! * 24N "” /
Live Music, Concerts, Tributes, Musicals and More ! :

THE .FAIRY GbDMOTH.ER OF ALL ]‘ANTOMIMTES

w

‘Sunset Wine Bar - Open 7 days a week. | 2 _ DERE'
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YOU 'RE INVITED TO THE MOST MAGICAL PANTOMIME OF THEM ALL
AT THE |‘!1IN(.I 55 THEATRE IN 2026!



